
PASTORAL NOTE – 28 MAY 2021 

My dear Clergy and Churchwardens, 

Thank you for being a calming, comforting, caring, consoling, guiding, holy presence in our 

congregations.   I pray for your protection. 

ACSA COVID ADVISORY TEAM UPDATED GUIDELINES 

The updated guidelines advise a decrease of the number of people at all services to a maximum of 50, 

if the church is able to accommodate 50 people within the COVID Guidelines.   In the event that the 

building is smaller and not able to accommodate 50 people then to a maximum of 50% of the capacity 

of the building.    

It is too short notice to make the relevant changes this weekend.   The State President will address the 

nation shortly and we can be sure that stricter measures will be introduced to curb the spread of the 

Coronavirus.   Let us self-regulate in pursuit of long-term goals as we are possibly entering the third 

wave in the Western Cape Province.    Please urge all Anglicans 60 years and older to register for the 

vaccine. 

There is still no singing allowed and Communion continues to be in one kind only. 

DIOCESAN VIRTUAL MEETING DATES TO DIARISE, 10:00 TO 12:00 

• 19 June, Lay Ministers 

• 24 July, Churchwardens 

• The revised dates of Bishop’s Forums will be advised. 

SECURITY ON OUR PREMISES 

Please be vigilant regarding security issues at rectories and church properties.   When you are meeting 

or counting money, make sure that the entrance doors are locked when the meeting starts. 

PROTESTS, SHOOTINGS, GANGS, ROBBERIES ON BUSES, HOMELESSNESS, EXTORTION, POVERTY, 

FISHING INDUSTRY, TAXI VIOLENCE 

These are some of the dark fester of thorns that many of our clergy and people are faced with on a 

daily basis.  Our communities are being torn apart.   As clergy and leaders we have to give hope and 

help one another scrape through their caskets of pain.   We are to accompany one another through 

fear and grief as tears fall over wounded places.   Tread softly over sore ground of complex and fragile 

situations so that we do not add to the hurt.   

These matters are to contribute to the contents of our prayers and not put our hearts and minds in 

crisis.   As we observe the agony in our Diocese, in the light of faith we shall try to reflect on what the 

Holy Trinity means to us.   The Incarnation of the Word is nothing but the answer to the need of love 

to go out towards the other.   I wish the Church and each Christian the life-giving presence of the Holy 

Trinity.   God, One and Three, is the first beginning and last end of Christian living into which we were 

incorporated at our baptism.    

Love, Prayers, Peace and Blessings, 

Bishop Margaret B. Vertue 

Bishop of False Bay 



 

 


