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Congratulations to the Revd’s Carlton Michaels, Rachell Hoogbaard, Lesley Joemat and Khulile Mafenuka, on their 
ordination to the Priesthood and also to the Revd’s Craig Koopman, Marlette Charles, Gerald Kestoor, Jacqueline 
Goshai and Trevor van de Ross who were made Transitional Deacons, at the Cathedral of All Saints Somerset 
West on Sunday, 20 November, the Feast of Christ the King. Revd Victor Jones was the retreat conductor and 
preached at the Ordination service. Bishop Margaret presided over the Ordination and Eucharist.  

We are in the season of Advent. It is a time of renewal, a time of sharing and a time of 
giving. It is also a time of repentance and healing. Advent calls God’s people to worship, 
to be in conversation with God who encourages us to work for justice, mercy and peace 
for all. God’s ways can be very different from our ways. God is the champion of the little, 
the least and the outsider.             

The 16 days of Activism against Gender Based Violence runs from 25 November until 10 
December 2022. We trust that we will all take action to be part of the solution of ending 
GBV, not only during the 16 days of the campaign but accept that Gender Based Violence 
is also a pandemic. This pandemic is measured in terms of broken hearts, orphans, fear, 
loneliness, pain and grief. It is a pandemic which is impacting on all humanity. Our 
churches need to be known as safe spaces of support.                   
         + Margaret 
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My dear Clergy and 
People of False Bay 
 

As I write this message 
for the final edition of 
the 2022 Anchor, I 
dedicate it to you, the 
clergy and people of 
False Bay who are 
rising like spring bulbs, 
after the unexpected 
consequences of the 
Covid pandemic. 

 
 

LAMBETH CONFERENCE 
The 15th Lambeth Conference concluded 
with ten calls for consideration by the 
Provinces and Dioceses throughout the 
world wide Anglican Communion, namely: 
Mission and Evangelism; Safe Church; 
Anglican Identity; Reconciliation; Human 
Dignity; Environment and Sustainable 
Development; Christian Unity;  Interfaith 
Relations;  Discipleship;  Science and 
Faith. 
 

In False Bay we are committed to grow 
and deepen these Calls in our various 
contexts, to hopefully lead to 
transformation where all people may have 
an experience of being cared for.   Young 
people will be the first to remind us that 
Transformation is a process, not an event. 
Who can you be a shepherd to and who 
are shepherds to you? 
 

The gathering was presided over by the 
Most Revd and Rt Hon. Justin Welby.  
The Lambeth Design Team was chaired 
by our Archbishop Thabo Makgoba. The 
Design group, including Archbishop Justin 
and Mrs Caroline Welby visited Cape 
Town to continue their post-Conference 
work and prepare their reports for the 
Anglican Consultative Council to meet in 
2025. 
 

The four instruments of Anglican unity 
are : The Archbishop of Canterbury;  the 
Lambeth Conference;  the Primates’ 
Meeting and the Anglican Consultative 
Council. 
 

EMPOWERING YOUTH AND 
COMMUNITIES 
We note the importance of continuing to 
implement peer education and life skills 
training. The personal feedback of young 
people who have been reached by these 
programmes, is that many have been 
changed. Where possible, we will 
reintroduce family/parent training. Our 
lives at times run like a machine. But, we 
need to make it a priority to keep our 
family, nuclear and extended, close. As 
predicted more than a decade ago, 
textbooks, pens, pencils, conventional 
exercise books are being unseated by 
technology.    
 

Our St Raphael’s Retreat Centre is in the 
process of being sold to a school. We 
have deconsecrated the Chapel, which is 

apparently going to be their Reception 
area. 
 
 

PANDEMICS IN CONTEXT 
In False Bay, we took a decision to throw 
our weight behind the struggle to prevent 
new HIV AIDS infections. Likewise, we 
supported the intervention programmes 
which emphasised the important role of 
Covid-19 Coronavirus vaccinations in 
safeguarding Africa’s health through 
moderating the Coronavirus prevalence. 
 
 

FALSE BAY – THE BAY OF PLENTY – 
AND THE BAY OF POVERTY 
Day-trippers and holidaymakers quickly 
fall in love with the coastal suburbs, the 
winelands, the fishing villages, the 
panoply of mountains, the valleys, the 
vineyards, the apple and pear orchards, 
the whales, great white sharks, fynbos 
and African penguins. Beneath the 
surface of the ocean are Cape fur seals, 
common dolphins, snoek, kabeljou. The 
list of wildlife that calls our False Bay 
home, goes on.  
Our visitors may not know that False Bay 
owes its name to its deceptive charms to 
early mariners who, thinking they’d 
reached the safe harbour of Table Bay, 
found themselves on the “wrong” side of 
the Peninsula. Many tourists head for the 
visually dramatic Helderberg basin, the 
Overberg known as the gateway to the 
Garden Route or fertile valleys of the 
Breede Valley. Others opt for the African 
experience of Khayelitsha, a vibrant 
township known for its entrepreneurial 
spirit. Khayelitsha means ‘new home’ yet 
our people live in overcrowded conditions 
with extensive housing backlogs and 
limited access to affordable public 
transport. Poverty is widespread in 
Khayelitsha.  
Situated within our Diocese is Mitchell’s 
Plain. It is one of South Africa’s largest 
residential areas and contains multiple 
smaller suburbs. Gang violence, 
substance abuse and poverty are rife in 
the Cape Flats community. Blue Downs is 
regarded as a safer area where one is 
less likely to become a victim of crime. 
 

My dear Clergy, Members and Friends of 
our exciting Diocese of False Bay, we 
appeal to you to help us keep pace with 
the needs and circumstances of our 
beloved Diocese. There’s work to be 
done, there’s worship/multi-purpose 
centres to be built, security of our church 
properties to be upgraded, assessment 
debt to Diocese to be paid, ongoing 
theological education and ministerial 
formation of clergy and lay people, 
ministries to be developed, Synod 
commissions and Lambeth calls to be 
actioned, loadshedding to be survived and 
planned for. Amidst all the good that can 
be said about False Bay, there are many 
in our midst who are fighting for survival.  
 

I appeal to you to spread the word to 

make False Bay a compelling investment 
destination. Food security is an increasing 
concern. Speak to us about the 
challenges and opportunities that we are 
presented with. Restoring cultural 
confidence and economic development go 
hand in hand. Let us collaborate and with 
optimism find inspirational ways to 
develop our Diocese and overcome the 
debt to Diocese crisis. Change our 
hearts O God, turn us inside out 
toward the larger world. 
We are grateful to all our parishioners, 
partners and funders who we truly could 
not manage without. It was good to have 
Randi and Jeanne Butterini, our US 
friends, pay us a brief visit. 
 

THANK YOU 
I shall not repeat what is written 
elsewhere in this edition of the Anchor.   I 
thank you all for your involvement and 
support.  Immense gratitude to one and 
all, known and unknown, for your 
generous sharing of your time, talents 
and money. May God increase our 
generosity and guide the choices of 
how we live. 
Thank you to Bonita Flink and Deacon 
Stanton Robertson for representing us at 
Provincial level of Anglican Women’s 
Fellowship and Distinctive Deacon 
forums.  
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the amazing Season of Creation, the 
harvest  of the liturgies and gardens are 
growing from strength to strength. We 
must continue to listen to the voice of 
creation and reflect on our lifestyle in 
relation to mother earth. 
 

We now keep the  Christian tradition 
going back hundreds of years of lighting 
candles during Advent as a devotional 
way of preparing our hearts and restoring 
our awareness to celebrate the coming of 
Christ, the presence of the Light of the 
World, in our homes and in our churches 
 

INVITATION OF CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR 
As we reimagine our Diocese, we 
reimagine the surprise of the world the 
night that Christ was born. Mountains, 
rivers and sky were illuminated. Let us 
feel that rush of light this Christmas as we 
search for God who awakens our spirit to 
the adventure and rhythm of a new 
beginning.  May we know the protection 
of our loved ones who have entered 
eternal peace and rest.  May we use the 
time left to us on earth to grow and 
blossom and release all  of our God given 
potential to help the church and 
community to thrive in the new year.  
Emmanuel, our living God is with us and 
in us. “I am, Because we Are, Because 
God is … Embracing a world shattered 
by the Covid 19 pandemic.” 
 

Love, Peace, Joy, Prayers and  Blessings 

+Margaret 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP 

The Diocese of False Bay seeks to be an integrated Eucharistic Community bringing wholeness 

and empowered service to all in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Our Mission  as a Diocese  is to….   
 

Promote spiritual growth through worship and liturgy that enhances, empowers and integrates the gifts and skills of the people of 
God through discipleship. 

Promote and celebrate the richness of our diversity as Anglicans living in Southern Africa. 
Reflect the love of God and our love for each other by mobilising the people of God for Christian service through:  

Church Planting, Outreach to young people and others in need, promoting Christian-family values and educating and training 
Clergy and laity. 

EDITORIAL 
The Diocese of False Bay invites you to submit photographs, articles, news stories, letters and cartoons. 
Please note all contributions are subject to editing. The deadline for the next edition is 06 February 2023 

Please forward information to: Diocesan Office P.O. Box 2804, Somerset West, 7129, 
  Email: anchorfalsebay@gmail.com / Tel : 021 - 852 5243, Fax :021 - 852 9430 

www.falsebaydiocese.org.za, Facebook: “Diocese of False Bay” 
 

Editor: Venerable Richard Martin / Assisted by Revd.  
Nitano Muller, Revd. Enrico Heuvel & Revd. Adrian Gordon 

DIOCESAN GAZETTE & NOTICES 

Appointments 
 

Revd. Laurenscious Rhoda – Priest in 
Charge St Matthew Delft, wef 23 October. 
 

Revd. Patrick Domburg - Priest in Charge St 
Peter, Bot River wef 1 December. 
 

Revd. Clarence Swanepoel – Assistant 
Priest Parish of Robertson, wef 1 December. 
 

Revd. Adrian Knight – Priest in Charge  
Parochial District of Montagu / Ashton wef 15 
December. 
 

Revd Canon Colleen Daniels – Rector St 
Luke Eerste River wef 15 December. 
 

 

Heaven’s Nest Temporary Child Care Centre seeks to employ a 

Facility Manager. The list of requirements are extensive. The ba-

sics are: a Social Services Qualification: Degree in Child and 

Youth Care Work or Social Work; registered with SACSSP; Police 

clearance, Drivers Licence and PDP. Extensive knowledge of  the 

Children’s Act and the functioning of NGO’s.  

For more information please forward an email to Ven Cheryl Uren 

at stfrancis49@ gmail.com  

or contact Heaven’s Nest at 021 703 9781  

St Andrew Greyton Rectory 
offers accommodation for 4 
people, with 2 bedrooms, fami-
ly bathroom, fitted kitchen  and 
lounge  and an outside space. 
 
Cost for Clergy and dependant 
family R250 per day, per family 
unit. Non-dependant family 
R200 per person per day. 
 
Contact  Keith Radmore during 
office hours @ 028 254 9070 

DIOCESAN STANDING COMMITTEE 

The Diocesan Standing Committee( DSC) is the legislative body which consists of representatives from each Arch-
deaconry within the Diocese (Archdeacon, a Clerical representative an a lay representative), a representative of 
each recognised Provincial or Diocesan organisation; as well as three lay members elected at Synod. DSC acts on 
behalf of Synod between Synods and undertakes any business entrusted by Synod. 
 

This year, the DSC meeting was combined with the Rector’s, Churchwardens and Treasurers Meeting and held on 
Saturday, 05 November at St. John, Rusthof. DSC receives reports from commissions and committees established 
at the last Diocesan synod, as well as, reports from diocesan organizations, to assess progress made on Synod 
resolutions. The DSC also approved the proposed budget for 2023 following its roll out in all the Archdeaconries at 
virtual meetings hosted by the Diocesan Administrator, prior to the DSC meeting. 

  
REST HOUSES /  

RETREAT CENTRES 

PIEDMOND COTTAGE 
Sandra Petersen 
021 852 5243 

086 519 9510 (f) 
Office Hours Only 

ARNISTON COTTAGE 

and RETREAT CENTRE 
Althea Slingers 
028 424 1668 

Office Hours only 

VOLMOED RETREAT 

HOUSE 
Bernard Turkstra 

028 312 1282 
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30TH ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN ORDAINED TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

CATHEDRAL CORNER 

On 15 August 1992, at the Provincial Synod held in Swaziland, the resolution was eventually passed to permit the 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa to ordain women to the Priesthood and Episcopate. There was a 24 hour 
prayer vigil the day before the motion was to be put to the vote. Archbishop Tutu was the Presider of the Synod. It 
took 20 years to ordain the first woman bishop in our Province. Archbishop Thabo consecrated Bishop Ellinah 
Wamakoya, of blessed memory, in November 2012 and Bishop Margaret followed in January 2013. It needs to be 
noted that at the recent Lambeth Conference there were 650 bishops from 165 countries and only 96 women. In 
ACSA, we have 25 dioceses and only three of which have women as their bishop. 
 
Bishop Margaret recounts how the day of their ordination unfolded: “The excitement was mounting for the next ordi-
nation that was to take place on a Tuesday night, Michaelmas, in the Cathedral of St George the Martyr, Cape 
Town, when the late Archbishop Desmond Tutu ordained Wilma Jakobsen and myself. The heavens opened on 
that day. It was raining, with no room left inside, people did not mind to stand outside to be part of this glorious oc-
casion. The bells were pealing, the angels in heaven were cheering us on, the cathedral was decked with dancing 
arum lilies. Immediately after Archbishop Tutu, flanked by about 80 priests, laid their hands on the candidates 
heads, the full congregation rose and spontaneously applauded with joy”. Dr Denise Ackermann preached a power-
ful sermon, her theme was a “Time to lament, a time to hope.  She said ‘that the face of the church will never be the 
same again. The Church has freed itself from “patriarchal bondage”.  
 
The ordinations of September , 1992, were  a sign of hope for the church and the country. The Church of England 
followed where Africa led when they ordained their first woman as a Priest in Bristol Cathedral on 12 March 1994 
and the first woman consecrated Bishop was on 26 January 2015 in York Minster. Archdeacon Cheryl Uren penned 
these words on the occasion of the 30th Anniversary to give thanks to the ordination of women: “strike the beat 
upon the drum for our pioneer women. Blow your horn O’ Africa for Your d daughters! We salute you”.  
 
The Diocese of False Bay is blessed for the contribution of Bishop Margaret who share her gifts generously to bring 
honour to God’s word and work. 

The Cathedral as the chief church in the Diocese 
continues to be a beacon of hope and strength for 
the Diocese and for the Community of Somerset 
West. The Cathedral hosted various events and 
services to the glory of God over the last five 
months creating sacred spaces filled with the 
earnest prayers of pilgrims. Indeed a Centre of 
worship and mission.  
 
The Patronal Festival on All Saints day was a 
time for  parishioners to re-dedicate and commit 
themselves to the life and ministry of the Cathe-
dral.  
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ST RAPHEAL’S— DECONSECRATION 

 

VISITATION OF THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE DESIGN TEAM 

The Lambeth Design team led by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, visited the Cathedral of All Saints on Tuesday, 
22nd November. Archbishop Makgoba thanked Bishop Margaret this beautiful experience, saying that “ it was such 
a rich experience and warm welcome. What a beautiful liturgy and great laugh.” 

Bishop Margaret deconsecrated and relegated for secular use the Chapel on the premises of the St. Raphael’s 
Retreat Centre, on Tuesday, 8 November. Those who attended were deeply moved by the occasion which ended 
with the removal of pieces of furniture, ornaments, vestments, and vessels. Particularly moving was the final clos-
ing of the chapel door by Bishop Margaret, and John and Debbie Farmer. Indeed an end of an era.  
 
The Sparks school will now occupy and operate from the premises. This important place of retreat, now became 
an important space for education and learning.  
 
The graveyard located on the premises will be deconsecrated at a later stage. This is a very sensitive undertak-
ing and it requires great reverence and prayer as the task of exhumation of ashes and the reinternment thereof 
begins. We continue to pray for this significant place and give thanks to God for the role it played in the lives of 
many as a place of retreat, peace, and solace. 
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PROVINCIAL STANDING COMMITTEE 

CLERGY FORUM (WELLNESS DAY) 

The Provincial Standing Committee Meeting (PSC) is the legislative body constituted by 
representatives (Bishops, Clergy and Laity) from every Diocese within ACSA that meets 
between Provincial Synods. This year,  PSC was a virtual gathering with Diocesan repre-
sentatives meeting in person at their respective Diocesan hubs via Microsoft Teams. Our 
representatives, Bishop Margaret, Revd Nitano Muller and Ms Danielle Crowie, met in the 
Bishop Merwyn E Castle Boardroom.  
PSC is chaired by the Metropolitan, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, and is structured much 
like a Synod. Motions and reports pertaining to the life and mission of the Church arising 
from the previous Provincial Synod are tabled and discussed in order to ensure the deci-
sions of Provincial Synod is executed as mandated. The Synod of Bishops met prior to 
PSC and a statement has been released. The theme for PSC 2022 was “Re-imagining 
ACSA” and amongst the reports received this year were: 
• The Pityana Commission on Theological Education. 
• The Metcalfe Commission on Discrimination in Anglican Schools.  
• The Archbishop’s Commission on Technology and Ethics. 
• The Archbishop’s Commission on Human Sexuality.  

• The Archbishop’s Commission on Valuing Diversity in the Body of Christ (Disability) 
• Archbishop’s Commission on Addressing High Unemployment Rates amongst Young People.  
 

A more detailed report is available on the ACSA website and a copy of the sermon preached by Bishop Margaret Vertue on the 
occasion of the 30th anniversary of women are available on the Diocesan website.  

Clergy and Ordinands of the Diocese gathered on Tuesday 19 October for the Annual Bishop’s Forum hosted at St Michael and 
All Angels, Elgin. The focus of the Forum was Clergy Health and Wellness.  
 
The Health & Wellness Committee, arranged a wonderful program with presentations from ICAS on Stress Management and 
CANSA, since it was cancer awareness month. The program included the assistance of medical staff to assess vitals such as 
blood pressure, cholesterol and blood sugar levels. The program was informative and the fellowship and support offered by the 
Diocese was deeply appreciated by all who attended. 

EVENSONG WITH THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

On Thursday, 24 November, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, preached at a solemn Evensong held in St George's 
Cathedral in Cape Town. This momentous occasion; glorious time of worship and fellowship brought together clergy and laity 
from all over ACSA and the Anglican Communion. The clergy of False Bay came out in their number to attend Evensong. Some 
of our altar servers were given an opportunity to serve in a combined team from the Dioceses of False Bay, Saldanha Bay and 
Cape Town.  
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MATRIC SUNDAY 2022 

RETIRED CLERGY FELLOWSHIP 

Bishop Margaret invited the Retired Clergy and their spouses to a day of 
fellowship hosted at All Saint’s Cathedral on Thursday, 3 November.  
 
The day began with a Eucharist presided over by Bishop Margaret, assisted 
by Dean Ron Phillips, and the Revd Rodney Uren, our Chaplain to Retired 
Clergy.  
 
As part of the program, the Revd Nitano Muller and some young people 
from our Diocese shared with those gathered a few of the challenges as 
well as the hopes and dreams of young people in the church today. They 
eloquently affirmed the ministry of the Clergy and thanked the spouses for 
their support over the years. The day concluded with a lunch, in the Dean’s 
Café, with smiles and laughter filling the room and beautiful music in the 
background.  
It was a blessed occasion hosted to affirm and thank those retired from 
fulltime ministry.  

We, once again, published a matric booklet with prayers and reflections to help our Matriculants to remain focused and inspired 
as they complete their schooling. Parishes were encouraged to have a Matric Sunday; a day on which we wish Matriculants well 
with their exams and assure them of our prayers and support.  

KLEINVLEI 

LOTUS RIVER 

SIR LOWRY’S PASS 

BOTRIVER 
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ANGLICAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE 

CLGB ANNUAL COMPETITION 

CMS TRIENNIAL MEETING 

The Church Men’s Society (CMS) held their Triennial Meeting 
on Saturday, 15 October at St Peter in Kleinvlei. The meeting is 
held every three years and new leadership of the Society is 
elected by the branches represented.  
 

The Church Men’s Society is one of the most cherish and valued 
ministries in our church and in a society where so often have to 
content with men not stepping forward to take responsibility it is 
a joy to see these men at work in the church. 
The Meeting received reports from the outgoing leadership as 
well as the Chaplain on events of the past year. The brothers 
highlighted the challenges faced during the national lockdown, 
including special mention of the members who passed away.  

The Church Lads and Girls Brigade (CLGB) held the first Drill and Band Competition after three years at Callie de 
Wet Sports Centre in Robertson, on Saturday 21 October. Twelve companies participated in the competition from 
across the Diocese. They were supported by parents, clergy and supporters who descended on the stadium in their 
number. There was a jovial spirit amongst the crowd as they cheered on the young people when they took to the 
field. Independent adjudicators from the South African Navy assessed the Drill component and the music compo-
nent was assessed by members of the New Apostolic Church.  
The day concluded with a prize-giving ceremony and all companies were acknowledged for their participation. All 
Saints Robertson was the company that won overall first place, followed by Christ the Mediator, Portland, in second  
and St Clare Ocean View, in third place.  

The Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF) held its first conference 
since the hard lockdown. The young people engaged in important 
topics of discussion, such as how to care for the environment as 
Green Anglicans and financial stability for young people.  
A mentorship program was introduced for leaders to assist and 
guide young people. A new Diocesan Executive was elected at 
the conference. The membership expressed their sincere grati-
tude to the outgoing leadership for their commitment and dedica-
tion to the fellowship in a challenging time.  
The Diocese of Table Bay, Mthatha and Khahlamba joined the 
conference and a few weeks later members of our fellowship 
joined the conference in Mthatha and Khalamba. 
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DGSS THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

ST JOHN’S RUSTHOF 

The Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary (DGSS) 
held their annual Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, 
30 October, at All Saints, Belhar. Bishop Margaret 
presided. More than seven hundred people attended 
this first post-Covid thanksgiving gathering. Altar 
Servers from across the length and breadth of the 
Diocese gathered to give thanks to God and rededi-
cated themselves to serving faithfully. 
  

Mr Bevan Moodien received an award for fifty years 
of faithful service as a member of the Parish of St 
Joseph the Worker in Macassar. Bishop Margaret 
received a medal as a token of her support and lead-
ership to the Guild. The DGSS expressed immense 
gratitude to all members for their commitment and 
dedication in serving. 

St John’s, Rusthof celebrated Heritage Day with the young 
people of the Parish by planting a variety of trees and plants 
in the garden around the Parish garden.  
 
The day was filled with various fun activities led by Deacon 
Lesley and the Rector Revd. Canon Luleka. Deacon Lesley 
gave the young people valuable lessons on the different 
plants and how to care for them.  
 
At the beginning of October the young people undertook and 
enjoyed a hike through the Somerset West Nature Reserve. 
They spent the day exploring nature and delighting in each 
other’s company.  
 
The Parish expressed their gratitude to everyone who so 
graciously donated funds, food, snacks and transport for both 
events. Both these events were empowering to young people 
and also reflected the love and care of the Parish for them. 
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ST AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO SEMI – CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

The Parish of St Augustine of Hippo in Lotus River celebrated 
their semi- centennial (50th) anniversary.  
The week of celebrations started on Sunday, 28 August with a 
Gospel music afternoon. This was followed by a variety concert 
the Monday. On Tuesday, a “Saint Augustine’s has Talent” was 
held and on Wednesday we hosted a “Fear Factor” evening. The 
focus for Thursday evening was for the parishioners to “Dress up 
like 1972”; the year in which  the Parish was founded. On Friday 
we held the Patronal Dance and that was followed by a beautiful 
flower festival over the weekend. Sunday was a joyous occasion 
as Bishop Margaret was present to celebrate 50 years of being 
an Anglican witness in  Lotus River and the surrounding areas.  
 
The Parish started in October 1959. The first services were held 
by the Parish of Grassy Park at the home of the Hess family in 10th Avenue, Lotus River. These services were con-
ducted by Stephen Williams, John Smith and Christian Reddy. These layministers or ‘Sub Deacons’, as they were 
called then, served the fledging church with a dedication that only true faith in God could explain. 
 

The Priest came every three months to preside over the 
Eucharist. The Hess family home housed the services for 
+/- six years. Mr and Mrs September, who had just moved 
to Lotus River, offered one of their rooms for Church Ser-
vices. Later a garage was built alongside the house which 
was in fact never used to store a vehicle but used for 
Church Services. The garage was equipped for worsip to 
the best of the ability of the worshippers. 
 

Sunday school was held outdoors every week. Each class 
group had its own tree under which they gathered near the 
house. Meanwhile land was purchased from the Divisional 
Council to erect a proper church building. This was done 
with the aid of a bequest from the late Revd. Brookes, a 
Priest who really cared about the little community who 
struggled so uch. This land was right next to the present 
Church property. A wood and iron structure was put up on 
this site. The foundation of this structure was removed in 
October 1998 when the new Recreational Community 
building was opened. 

Because of the massive granite rock on the property, the 
Divisional Council exchanged the land for the site on 
which the Church stands today. There were now many 
more people who joined the church.  
 

The parishioners worked hard to raise funds to build their 
new Church. Many of those parishioners went to their 
eternal rest, but one only need to think of surnames such 
as  Williams, September, Chitter, Zieboe, Felix, Isaacs, 
Smith and others to conjure up memories of the first wor-
shippers at the Church of St Augustine of Hippo, Lotus 
River. Those were people, together with many others, 
who really worked hard to make the parish what it is to-
day. 
The Revd. W Freeman was the first Priest-in-Charge of 
the Chapelry. Due to the Church not having a Rectory at 
the time, he had to travel from his home in Lansdowne 
for all Church Services. The rectory was built during the 
incumbency of the Revd. W. Freeman. The building project was completed by the time Revd. Ronald Jonathan 
came to the Chapelry and his task was to grow the congregation. This he did with distinction. The Chapelry moved 
to become a Parish with Revd. Ronald Jonathan who became the first Rector.. 
 
Priests that hail from the Parish are Revds.: Alan Smith, Clive Scheepers, Noble Scheepers and Horace Arenz. 
Since August 1972, 8 Rectors, and many Assistant Priests, together with the parishioners and friends, contributed to 
making this diverse Parish, named after St. Augustine of Hippo, a beautiful, vibrant, enthusiastic Anglican communi-
ty it is today.   
 
May God continue to bless our Parish as we continue to seek and to build God’s Kingdom in Lotus River and sur-
rounds. 
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CHRIST THE KING (ROCKLANDS) 40 YEARS CELEBRATION 

GIRL AND BOY FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

SEASON OF CREATION ALL SAINT’S—BREDASDORP 

The Diocese celebrated the Season of Creation (SOC) by planting trees and creating food gardens in the Parish 
of All Saints, Bredasdorp.  
The Chaplain of the False Bay Diocese Environmental Network, Revd Deon McDillon and representatives of the 
Network, were interviewed on the local radio and also by journalists of the local newspaper on the issue of caring 
for the environment. The Network encourages all Anglicans to become green and to make a difference. It is our 
duty as stewards of God’s creation to preserve and protect all that God has given, to God’s honour and glory. 

The Parish of Christ the King Rocklands celebrated their 40th Anniversary with a Kings and Queens Ball at the 
Parkhurst Primary School Hall on Friday, 3 November.  
 

The Parish hosted various services during the month of the November. As part of the celebrations they invited pre-
vious Rectors who served at the Parish during the last 40 years. A highlight for the Parish was the commissioning 
of a brand new branch of the Church Men's Society. The congregation is extremely grateful to all those who were 
involved in the life of Parish over these 40 years, and gives thanks to God for the current leadership. 

On 17 September the Girl and Boy Friendly Society (GBFS) of St 
Francis Mandela Park, commissioned eight new members. The 
GBFS also elected a new Executive.  
 

We give thanks to God for this Organisation who is contributing ef-
fectively to the spiritual growth of young people in the Parish. 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Awareness 
October is the month of Breast Cancer awareness.  
Posters and information had been sent to all parishes. 
An information session was held on 7 October in 
Westridge with the Cancer support group. This was an 
opportunity to bring along a friend or family member to 
the group to raise more awareness and understanding. 
An awareness programme was also held in Macassar in 
partnership with the “I Can” organisation. The community 
was educated by a representative of City of Cape Town 
on mammogram’s and testing procedures. 
It was a sharing opportunity for survivors to tell their own 
stories and for families of those who lost the battle 
against cancer to share their journey with loved ones 
and to encourage others. A special candle was lit to  
remember loved ones. Information pamphlets, pink rib-
bons and book marks were given to all who attended. 
 
Gender Sensitization 
A new group was started in November in Eerste River,  
with 22 women.  The focus of this introductory session 
was on the role of the church in addressing GBV and 
forgiveness 
 
16 Days of Activism  
A programme against GBV in conjunction with” I am” 
was held on Friday 25 November.  
 
Socdev joined the Mother’s Union on 26 November for a 
silent demonstration and service at All Saints Cathedral, 
Somerset West.  
Posters, bookmarks and ribbons will also be shared with 
the AWF (Anglican Women’s Fellowship) for  distribution  
at the Thanksgiving service on 26 November in Lotus 
River. 
 
Children Centre 
As part of recreational development the children and 
carers of Heaven’s Nest and Ocean View homes had an 
educational outing to the Two Oceans Aquarium in Octo-
ber, sponsored by the Diocese (Socdev).  
The children enjoyed the outing and puppet show. For 
most it was their first encounter with animals especially 
the penguins. All Children received a t-shirt with Centre’s 
Name. This was received with gratitude. 
  
Donations of furniture and items from St. Raphael’s Re-
treat Centre was shared with the Children centre and 
places of safety, 

Fundraising 
This year has seen a remarkable increase in the total 
amount of families who are in need.  In order to respond 
to this need, our department, as a fundraising initiative 
circulated a donation list to our parishes in aid of Christ-
mas food hampers for families in need.  
 
The donation costs R20 per number. Prizes to be won 
are as follows: 

•  Weekend away for 2 at Houw Hoek Hotel 

• Weekend away for family of 6 – Arniston Chalet 

• Woolworths gift voucher 

• Wine Hamper 

• Snack basket ( Dried Fruit & Biltong)  
 
Project Needs 
Food Parcels   
Ingredients for soup kitchens 
Blankets 
Hygiene packs 
Dignity packs for homeless 
Hand sanitizers 
School stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your continuous support and prayers. 
November  2022   
Banking Details are as follows: 
The Diocese of False Bay SOC 
Account number:072373210   
Branch code:03312 

SPECIAL  CELEBRATIONS 

St Michael and All An-
gles Ottery held their 
Patronal Celebrations 
in September with a 
host of festivities.  
They were graced by 
the attendance of one 
of their oldest Parish-
ioners who never 
missed a service over 
the years, Aunty Marie 
Petersen (98). 

The Parish of Holy Trinity 
Caledon celebrated Aunt 
Leen Tobias 100th birth-
day on Wednesday 12 
October.  
This is a milestone for the 
Parish as Aunt Leen is 
currently the oldest mem-
ber of the Parish.  
The Parish are grateful for 
the role she played in the 
life of the church. May God 
bless her always. 


