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THE CATHEDRAL OF ALL SAINTS SOMERSET WEST
The role of the Dean
The Dean is the chief resident cleric of the Cathedral
and a member of Chapter. The Senior Priest and Rector
of All Saints, the Revd Canon Dr Ronald Phillips, was
installed as the first Dean of the Cathedral. As Senior
Priest, Canon Ron has been fulfilling this role for many
years. The formal inauguration of the Cathedral gives it a
more visible presence in the area. Similarly, the Dean
might also take on more of a public role in the wider
community.

On Pentecost Sunday, 5 June 2022, All Saints Somerset
West was inaugurated as the Cathedral of the Diocese
of False Bay.
History
Our Diocese came into being on Advent Sunday 2005,
following the multiplication of the former Diocese of
Cape Town. The late Bishop Merwyn began the task of
establishing and developing Diocesan structures. Bishop
Margaret has continued to work tirelessly to strengthen
the Diocese in many ways, resulting in the fully functioning and flourishing Diocese that we see today. Having
our own Cathedral is the next logical step in our growth.
Why is this important and what difference will it
make?
Traditionally a Cathedral is the mother church of a Diocese. It houses the cathedra, which is a special seat occupied by the Bishop and is the venue where major Diocesan events (such as ordinations) usually occur. It is
also the place where the Diocesan Chapter meets to
deliberate. Diocesan organisations normally gather annually in the Cathedral. This is important because, just
as the Bishop is our chief shepherd, the Cathedral becomes a symbol and a place of unity for the Diocese.
Why Somerset West?
It was always Bishop Merwyn’s wish that All Saints
would become the Cathedral of the Diocese. Both the
Diocesan office and Bishopsholme are located in Somerset West, but, more importantly the town is geographically well placed with easy access to all parts of the Diocese. Over the years, various committees and synods
have deliberated and affirmed this.
What is the Cathedral’s wider function?
A Cathedral also serves as a visible ecumenical presence and witness to all in the area. It often hosts civic
occasions as well as taking the lead in promoting liturgy,
education, debate, art and music. One only needs to
look to Cape Town to see how a Cathedral can become
a place of hope and reconciliation for all.

The future
Large cathedrals around the world did not spring up
overnight! Just as our Diocese continues to grow from
strength to strength, the new Cathedral will grow and
develop. Future generations will develop and expand the
seed we have planted.
For now, we rejoice and give thanks to God that we have
come to this point. We place the new Cathedral and its
leadership into God’s hands and pray that it will be used
to the glory of His kingdom.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP
My dear Clergy and
People of False Bay
at every Confirmation, I
am reminded that God
knows us by name and
makes us his own. The
sacraments of Baptism
and Confirmation give
us hope even when
things seem dismal.
Prayer is our lifeline on the rough
seas of life. Our global society needs
a Damascus road experience. Our
country, our communities, our church,
ourselves, all need a conversion
experience. Let us allow God to
reshape and remould us.
YOUTH MONTH
We celebrate our young people.
They meet with many temptations to
fit in with the crowd, to not be looked
down upon, to feel good, to escape
from feeling bad – these and many
other
reasons
are
given
by
adolescents to explain why they turn
to substance abuse. Many more
resist the temptation and yet
accomplish those same things in
ways that do not risk harm to
themselves or others. Staying in
control, being content enough with
themselves, respecting their body,
caring too much for their friends to
take chances – these are some
reasons people give for saying ‘no’ to
substance abuse.
Resist talking down to young people.
Include them in worship. Our
Diocesan Young People’s Ministry
Council (DYPMC) has met for a
‘Think Tank’ and will be providing us
with liturgy resources and material for
Youth Month.
CATHEDRAL OF ALL SAINTS
We thank God for the moment of
history making in False Bay when we
inaugurated our Cathedral and
installed our first Dean, The Very
Revd Dr Ronald E. Phillips. Come
and see the Cathedral. Like the
Samaritan woman at the well, may all
who visit the Cathedral become well
and share our wholeness with others.
People say, “I come to church, but I
didn’t get anything out of it.” If we
don’t bring anything in which or with
which to get something, then we
won’t get anything. We bring to the
throne of God’s grace our open,
trusting hearts and souls, vessels in
which to draw up the living water. If

we don’t believe God can do
something for us, we will never know
when or what God does. God has
brought us a mighty long way in
False Bay.
GENDER AND RACIAL BIAS
Our people are hurting in the face of
racism and discrimination that
continues to be part of the fabric of
our society. What intentional steps
are we taking as the church to
identify how it permeates our society
and our relationships? Do we
recognize our own complicity and
what are we doing to dismantle it?
We are to take the painful steps
needed to remove this far spread
cancer from our societal body. Have
we learnt the lessons of living in a
multi-cultural society? Let us not be
blinded by a sense of self
righteousness and in the process
lose our self-respect. In False Bay we
have acknowledged that gays and
lesbians are a significant part of our
culture and have a significant and
active presence in our churches.
In all of our church-related groups It
is necessary to speak of justice all
the time, to keep the issues of
racism, poverty, gender inequality
and so forth naturally in our minds.
When we forgive people, it is not
about exonerating them but freeing
ourselves from living in a cycle of
despair and hate.
Where human justice fails us, we rely
on God’s justice and love.

ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU
LIBRARY
I had the privilege of being part of the
Opening Ceremony of Swellendam
Municipality’s Archbishop Desmond
Tutu library. There is no doubt that
the Arch would have been thrilled, not
just at the honour of having his name
attached to this sparkling new facility,
but also at the fact that it is a library
in a community that truly needs it.
Please do encourage a culture of
reading in our children. Let us keep
the values and wisdom of the Arch
alive.
CLERGY FORUMS, LAY TRAINING,
ORGANISATION SERVICES AND
MEETINGS
With the easing of the Covid 19
restrictions and lockdown, we were
eager to physically gather and
connect with much enthusiasm and
excitement. Unfortunately, with the
huge petrol price hike, much of our in
-person activity will be curtailed and
proceed on virtual platforms.
We are in the advanced stages of
developing a skilled media team in
the Diocese and a uniform media
policy.

DEBT CRISIS
Parish Debt to Diocese hit the ceiling
at the end of 2021. Further increases
will threaten our financial viability
and will result in drastic measures to
be considered. We can report that we
have a slight decrease since
December. Please do your bit to help
VISIT OF REVD NOBLE SCHEEPERS the Diocese to recover financially.
AND CANON MAGGIE MCLEAN
Revd Noble paid us a brief visit. He is RETIREMENT OF BISHOP
an Intentional Interim Rector in the On a personal note, to avoid
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. speculation and rumours, I shall not
Canon Maggie, Canon Missioner of be retiring in 2022. When the time
the Diocese of York, visited the three comes, I will write a Pastoral letter to
local dioceses. The main purpose of our beloved Diocese and everyone
her visit was to introduce herself as will know simultaneously.
the Link Officer and to have an Thank you for your support and that
opportunity to get to know people in as a Diocese, we stick together and
each of the dioceses. Going forward, continue to grow stronger.
is also hoped that we might develop “I am, Because we Are, Because God
parish links. We continue to explore is...embracing a world shattered by
how the link will further unfold.
the Covid 19 pandemic.”
LAMBETH CONFERENCE
God willing, I shall be attending the Love, Peace, Prayers
Lambeth Conference in Canterbury and Ascensiontide
from 26 July to 8 August. I will Blessings,
possibly travel a week earlier to
spend a week in the Diocese of York.
+Margaret

The Diocese of False Bay seeks to be an integrated Eucharistic Community bringing
wholeness and empowered service to all in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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DIOCESAN GAZETTE & NOTICES
CLERGY SCHOOL 2022

GAZETTE 2022
Appointments
Revd Greg Lamond SS– Priest in
Charge Christ the King Rocklands
Revd Lorraine Von Willingh SS– Priest in
Charge St Luke, Eerste River
Permission to Officiate
Revd Margaret Heyns
Resignation
Revd Oswald Cloete

SOCIAL ACTION
The Parish Action Team of the Parish of St Augustine, Lotus River,
continues with their outreach to the poor in the community.
The Team is committed to providing much needed support to those
who are suffering in the midst of the severe Cape winter. Funds and
support are always welcome as they continue with their mission.
CATHEDRAL FLOWER FESTIVAL

EDITORIAL
The Diocese of False Bay invites you to submit photographs, articles, news stories, letters and cartoons.
Please note all contributions are subject to editing. The deadline for the next edition is 8 July 2022
Please forward information to: Diocesan Office P.O. Box 2804, Somerset West, 7129,
Email: anchorfalsebay@gmail.com / Tel : 021 - 852 5243, Fax :021 - 852 9430
www.falsebaydiocese.org.za, Facebook: “Diocese of False Bay”
Editor: Venerable Richard Martin / Assisted by Revd.
Nitano Muller, Revd. Enrico Heuvel & Revd. Adrian Gordon
Our Mission as a Diocese is to….
Promote spiritual growth through worship and liturgy that enhances, empowers and integrates the gifts and skills of the people of
God through discipleship.
Promote and celebrate the richness of our diversity as Anglicans living in Southern Africa.
Reflect the love of God and our love for each other by mobilizing the people of God for Christian service through: Church Planting, Outreach to young people and others in need, promoting Christian-family values and educating and training Clergy and laity.
Be a visible, affirming, adaptable and relevant Christian Community.
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PAINFUL MOMENTS IN OUR DIOCESE

Bishop Margaret visited the Parish of Bredasdorp with regards to the humanitarian situation in the community and the Parish
of St Matthew , Delft where the worship structure of the Chapelry, Good Shepherd Delft– South was destroyed by fire.

EXTENDED CHAPTER
Bishop Margaret and the members of Chapter withdrew to Stellenbosch for three days to discuss matters pertaining
to the Diocese. Throughout the Extended Chapter, the focus was on
the 'post pandemic church'.
After various periods of adjusted lockdowns and protocols, we have
to begin the process of moving forward. The various presenters made
it clear that it can no longer be business as usual. While the church
continues as a place of peace and prayer, we have to also focus on
ministry amid the covid-trauma, creating spaces for young people to
access jobs, even to assist in creating jobs and work towards hunger
and poverty. We will also have to embrace the best of technology and
modern ways of doing things. Throughout we look to that in the past
which will inform us and on which we can build.
While most of the covid protocols has been relaxed, Bishop encourage us to follow the Provincial guidelines and to keep protocols in
place in order to ensure the safety of all worshippers. Bishop Margaret expressed her heartfelt gratitude to the Clergy and People of our
Diocese for everything they have done to bring glory to the Name of
the Lord, throughout the pandemic.
SYNOD OF GOOD HOPE, METHODIST
CHURCH OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU LIBRARY
Bishop Margaret, along with other dignitaries, participated in the
official opening of the Archbishop Desmond Tutu Library in the
Swellendam Municipality on 27 May. The Municipality granted
honorary citizenship to Archbishop Tutu in 2013.
We thank God for the legacy
our beloved Arch has left for
us and for opportunities to
partner with civil society in
honoring his life.

The Venerable Cheryl Uren presented our
Diocese on behalf of Bishop Margaret bringing
Ecumenical greetings at the Synod of Good
Hope for the Methodist Church of South Africa
on Thursday 19 May. Their Synod theme was
Re-imagining Social Holiness lead by Bishop
Yvette Moses and Revd Vincent Harry.
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CHRISM MASS

Bishop Margaret licensed New Members of Diocesan Chapter at the Chrism Mass held in Elgin on Maundy Thursday. Pictured with Bishop and the Senior Priest, Canon Dr. Ron Phillips, is the newly licenced Archdeacon to the
Ordinary - Ven. Delmaine Petersen, Archdeacons - Ven. Cheryl Uren (Mitchell's Plain) and Ven. Petronella Edwards
(Overberg) and Canons Colleen Daniels, Luleka Nyhila, Gradwell Fredericks, Dean Apples and Francois Lewis.
We congratulate them all and wish them well as they undertake their tasks in our beloved Diocese of False Bay.

ORDINANDS PLUNGE
The Ordinands of the Diocese went on a plunge with Bishop Margaret
from 11-15 April in the Parish of All Saints, Bredasdorp. The Ordinands
were hosted by families throughout the Parish in the towns of
Bredasdorp, Napier, Struisbaai, Arniston and Klipdale.
The plunge was an enriching experience for the Ordinands they were
taken out of their comfort zone and placed in a community which is not
familiar to them. For most of the Ordinands the rural experience and visit
to the southern most tip of Africa, was a first. Everyday commenced with
morning prayer at the respective Chapelries throughout this vast Parish
and was followed up with visitations to the elderly and the infirmed. In the
evenings the Ordinands participated of the Holy Week services.
The Ordinands are truly grateful and thankful to their host the Reverend
Canon Francois Lewis, the Rector of the Parish of Bredasdorp, for taking
them on a journey of discovery.
Without the vision, guidance and leadership of our beloved Bishop Margaret this plunge would not have been possible, therefore the Ordinands thank her most sincerely.

CATHEDRAL FLOWER FESTIVAL

5

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE
The Church Lads and Girls Brigade Regiment
of the Diocese of False Bay, held their annual
Thanksgiving Service at Christ the Mediator
Portland's Mitchell’s Plain on Sunday 15 May.
The service was presided over by Bishop
Margaret and the service was attended by 250
Brigade members across the Diocese.

GIRLS BAFANA FRIENDLY SOCIETY ST MICHAEL, HARARE
The Girls Bafana Friendly Society Guild (GBFS) of St Michael,
Harare held their annual meeting and workshop at the church
on 25 to 26 March. The theme for this workshop was: "Come,
let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in
disgrace" Nehemiah 2:17.
This was to promote unity and to encourage members to realize the importance of their commitment and diligence to the
guild . A new executive body was elected and we thank our incumbent, The Revd. Dr. Eston Pembamoyo for blessings and
ongoing support in this ministry, as well as, the beloved mothers
who prepared the meals for the weekend.

*DYPMC THINK TANK*
The Diocesan Young People's Ministries Council met in
Arniston from 13 to 14 May for a "Think tank" planning
session with their Chaplain, Rev Nitano Muller. The purpose of their gathering was to plan, discuss and discern
the priority areas they will focus on during their term of
office. The DYPMC is made up of an executive committee and 6 archdeaconry co-ordinators (one in each archdeaconry). The priority areas will be the development of:
a brand for the Council, a youth leadership program for
emergent young leaders, fostering partnerships with service providers, establishing networks between young
people in the diocese and addressing issues such as
mental health, unemployment and encouraging spiritual
growth amongst young Anglicans in the Diocese.

ST ANDREW, HAWSTON
The Church Men's Society of St Andrew, Hawston embarked on an operation clean up in January as a Stewardship campaign, cleaning the Hawston Harbour.
It was also used as an educational tool to educate the
“fisherfolk community” of the importance to take care of
the environment.
Environmental care is part of our Christian responsibility as stewards of God’s creation. This will be an ongoing project in the community.
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INAUGURATION OF THE ALL SAINTS CATHEDRAL / INSTALLATION OF THE DEAN

Bishop Margaret presided over the Inauguration of the New Cathedral of False Bay Diocese, All Saints Somerset
West and the installation of the first Dean of the Cathedral, the Very Revd Dr Ronald Phillips. Bishop Raphael
Hess was invited to preach at this glorious service, whilst Archbishop Emeritus Njongonkulu co-presided over the
Eucharist together with Bishop Margaret and Dean Ronald.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Child Protection
One of the priorities from Synod 2017 was Child Protection. All
parishes are required to- display Children’s Charter and have one
or two trusted persons that will commit to become Child Protection officers in the parish. A Guideline for Children at Risk was
developed and the book: “Children Church and the Law” – dealing with the Children’s Act and rights of children was distributed.
The much-anticipated and needed child protection training and
policy development was held on 2 April 2022 at St Joseph the
worker, Macassar, facilitated by The Justice Desk staff in which
43 participants from 19 parishes attended. A poster depicting children rights and responsibilities were distributed with the book:
Children, Church and the Law. It was a very informative and interactive session. The second training session was on 30 April at All Saints’ Church hall, Somerset West. A draft child
protection Policy will be presented to Bishop, Chapter and the Chancellor for input and approval. The next step for
participants who attended training is to share information and facilitate training to all persons working with children in
the parish. The group will have to ensure that Child Protection policy is being implemented in parish.
Gender sensitization
The Department continue to network with other organisations such as Faith Action on GB. A GBV support workshop
was held on 14 May 2022 at St. Raphael’s, Faure. The theme was Trust and forgiveness.

IN MEMORIAM
Revd Doreen, affectionately known to many of us as Aunty Dor, embodied the message
of 1 Thessalonians 4 perfectly. She had a particular fondness for those often overlooked
by the world, She always had a word of encouragement for those of us who were discouraged. She possessed a heart for the underdog. She physically sat with those struggling with theology, often in her own home, assisting them with assignments and preparing them for exams.
She brought to the priesthood her very big heart, and modelled for us self-emptying,
sacrificial love. She always challenged us to do more and be more in the service of
Christ and others. In 1 Thessalonians 1:3, Paul commends them for the “labour of love”.
Their love wasn't simply something to talk about. It was something that motivated them
to roll up their sleeves and work for the benefit of others. There is no coincidence
that Rev Doreen’s service of comfort was held on the day the whole Church commemorates the profound gesture and action of Jesus washing the feet of his friends. And he
leaves them with a mandate or commandment; to love one another as I have loved you, so you must love one another (John 13:34).
Maundy Thursday is a day Revd Doreen held very close to her heart, because it was the day we as clergy are pointed to the true north of our vocation and discipleship- our calling to love. For her there was and is an inseparable correlation between what we believe and how we act. Jesus gave us an example of what love in action looks like.
Aunty Dor at any given time in her life did the same. As a mother, wife, teacher, priest and friend. She embodied
kingdom values to which we all can aspire. Her life resonated with one of service and humility. We therefore, do not
mourn as those who have no hope. Aunty Dor lives on in each of us, her memory enlivened whenever and her ever
stories of her is told. Rus in vrede, Aunty Dor. May your legacy live on.
Revd Nitano Muller

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Irene Levendall (90)

Aunty Margaret (90)

Prof John Suggit (100)

Minnie Brooks (101)

Aunty Maria (101)

Aunty Nellie(90 )

We thank God for the gifts they are to their families, their Parishes and to the Church
at large. We pray God’s blessing upon them as they continue to share their gifts of
wisdom, love and care. May they be blessed with continued good health.
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