
Bishop Margaret’s message at the launch of the Workbook for Theological education and 

Ministerial Formation 

 

Thank you for accepting the invitation to be here this afternoon either in person or virtually.    

 

Greetings and Pentecost blessings to all of our online viewers. 

 

It has taken years for us to get this theological workbook ready but here we are on the Feast 

of Pentecost, the day the church was inaugurated, to launch this workbook. 

Now I can tick it off my ‘before retirement’ bucket list. 

We thank Canon John and his team, all the contributors, those who did the reviews and 

editors for making the publishing of this book a reality. From today, it will start fulfilling its 

function of giving guidance to the shaping of clergy in our Diocese but hopefully it will grow 

and spread beyond the borders of our Diocese to the ends of the earth. 

False Bay is a developing Diocese, a multi-cultural, multi-lingual Diocese with rural and urban 

population.  We have winelands, wheatlands, fruit and fish industries, flat lands, shack lands, 

oceans and mountain peaks. 

We do not have a dean of studies but a department of training for ministries comprising of 

fellowship of vocation, ordinands programme, post ordinating training and a mentorship 

programme. Honorary Canon John Goliath holds the umbrella over them as their co-

ordinator. This theological workbook could only have been completed in the power and 

wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 

Poverty and unemployment, crime and violence, human trafficking, the ravages of floods and 

fires, gangsterism and all sorts of abuse are the challenges that we face. Examples hereof are 

places such as Struisbaai, Nomzamo, Khayelitsha, Masiphumelele. 

The Covid pandemic and lockdown has brought with it a road that we are still busy making by 

walking it together. We do not know what the ‘new normal’ will look like.  A lot of our ministry 

has shifted online rather than in person.  We do not know if, and when many of our people 

will return to our church buildings.   We do not know how we are going to finance and staff 

the church of the future. 

Into this landscape is birthed this theological workbook. There has to be a leadership shift.  

We have to let go the old way of doing things. To survive we have to rely more on lay 

volunteers. 

This book is not giving us the answers but is reminding us of our responsibility and how we 

have to help form leaders with strategic ministry minds. We are to help our people think 

theologically. We are to train effective and prophetic communicators.    



This book is a much-needed resource for those of us who are in the trenches of ministry and 

will hopefully profoundly affect our ministry effectiveness. Our Senior Priest always 

encourages his colleagues to explore what it means to have a heart of a Priest.   Words utterly 

fail us, and the heart takes over when we are faced with tragedy, death, betrayal. Charity, 

patience, peace, long suffering, gentleness have to then take over. These things speak louder 

than the sounds of our mouths. This is Pentecost.    

We pray that the broad perspective of coaching leaders given in this book, will have a lasting 

impact on shaping such clergy and lay people. It is our desire that the various stages of clergy 

development outlined in this book will give believers an understanding of servanthood, of 

compassion and how to use their God-given spiritual gifts and ministry passions. 

I believe that this book will help the church go forth in the great commission and help the 

church grow in the great commandment.  As this book gifts us with leadership development, 

we pray that the church will be much healthier because of our ministry. 

It is also my prayer that this book will get into the hands of our young people. We rely on 

them to revitalise the established church.  We are open to encouragement and newness of 

life. 

As the book is put to work, we will discover that it has flaws and limitations. It will be 

transformed and come alive as we go along. 

On the Church’s birthday, we celebrate the launch of this theological workbook. Let us use 

this book with zeal and become lamps lighting lamps, and fire kindling fire. 

May this book help us to become daring witnesses of Christ and effective instruments in 

spreading the Good News of Jesus, bringing warmth, light and love to all.   May the spirit of 

Pentecost create spirit filled clergy and lay people. 

 

I am, because we are, because God is … opening hearts to heal God’s world. 

 

Bishop Margaret B Vertue 

Bishop of False Bay 
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