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ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD

Congratulations to the Reverends David Sylvester, Clarence Swanepoel, Davene Vermeulen, Dean Farrell and Adrian
Gordon on their ordination to the Priesthood. The ordination service was held at the Church of the Holy Spirit,
Bredasdorp. Bishop Margaret Presided and (retired) Bishop Oswald Swartz, the Retreat Conductor, was the Preacher.

WE WISH ALL OUR ANCHOR READERS A BLESSED
CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL 2021. PLEASE KEEP
SAFE, WEAR YOUR MASK, SANITISE YOUR HANDS
REGULARLY AND MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP
My dear Clergy and Diocesan Synod is a Sacred Synod.
People of False Bay
Any important points that emerge are
taken to Diocesan Synod.
We look back on the year 2021 is a Diocesan Synod year.
2020 and also how we Due to financial constraints and
have journeyed since our ongoing COVID-19 challenges, it may
Diocesan Synod of 2017. not be possible to have an in person
consultation leading up to Synod. We
The Diocese of False Bay in support will continue to consider virtual
of the ACSA Vision and Mission platforms in the foreseeable future.
together with our Diocesan Mission Liturgy and Worship
and Vision Statement, continues to This Commission deals with one of
seek the best possible ways to the strategic points of the Diocese of
remain relevant and undertook a False Bay. Inclusivity in liturgy( both
number of initiatives to adhere in terms of gender sensitivity as well
hereto.
as language and culture) is
encouraged. Enriching and innovative
General
liturgies are developed. Lessons for
The Diocese of False Bay, at its children and young people were
Synod in 2017, identified a number of distributed throughout lockdown.
areas that require specific emphasis Cathedral
in support of the ACSA Mission and This
Commission
has
the
Vision goals as well as the needs of responsibility to examine the need for
the Diocese. Commissions were set a Cathedral. This Commission
up, each designed to support the reported at the last Diocesan
vision of the Diocese and of ACSA.
Standing Committee (DSC) that they
People’s Conference
The Diocese, under the leadership of
the Bishop, wanted to ensure that the
people in the pew know and feel that
they are heard and embraced as part
of the wider ministry of the church.

We furthermore decided that we
should
have
a
number
of
consultations with the Diocese prior
to Diocesan Synod. Our process now
is that we should have a Youth
Consultation where all the young
people
and
young
people’s
organizations meet together with the
Diocesan and Archdeaconry Youth
Chaplains. This event is followed by
a Youth Synod, designed in line with
a full Diocesan Synod. They allow for
youth issues to be heard and brought
to the agenda of the main Synod. It
also exposes young people to the
administrative and governmental
workings of the church. Resolutions
taken at the Youth Synod are added
to the agenda for the Diocesan
Synod.
The People’s Conference attendance
is made up of ten members from
every Parish participating in a day
long workshop. Again, a list of the
critical thoughts and issues get drawn
into the Diocesan Synod agenda.
Through this process we ensure that
people are heard and that they
belong. The final step in the
consultative
process
towards

have identified such a Worship
Centre
and
will
make
a
recommendation in this regard at the
next Diocesan Synod.

Spirituality and Worship
This
Commission
works
on
strengthening the spirituality of the
Diocese and constantly enlightens
the Diocese with fresh thinking,
seminars and other means to enrich
our spirituality and corporate worship,
as well as private prayer and
meditation. They arrange Diocesan
Quiet Days and Retreats.
Health and Wellness
This Commission was called into life
in order to ensure that especially the
clergy are supported in healthy living.
Health is seen in its totality, so they
provide regular opportunities for
clergy to have physical and mental
health checks.
They also look at
financial health and ensure that
clergy have access to advisors.
Youth Mentorship
The Commission is responsible for
assisting the Diocese to develop a
strong youth mentorship culture.
The Diocese takes the ministry of and
to the young people very seriously as
a substantial percentage of the
diocese are young people.

we do not discriminate against any
person
irrespective
of
sexual
orientation.
Diocesan Chaplaincies
This Commission engages with all
the Chaplains of the Organisations to
encourage some form of uniformity.
The Bishop makes the appointments
to support the missional work of the
Diocese.
Diocesan
Social
Development
Department (DSDD)
The DSDD contributes to the
Diocesan social justice and solidarity
ministry, The DSSD assists the
Diocese by supporting a number of
Children’s Homes. The Diocese takes
the wellbeing and protection of
children seriously. Our Deputy
Chancellor,
Advocate
Janine
Boltman, is a child rights lawyer.
She has just concluded two virtual
seminars for the Diocese on Children,
Church and the Law. DSSD are also
involved with ECD work DSSD is a
channel for feeding of children, food
parcels, food security in parishes and
disaster management. We have a
substantial Gender Based Violence
programme and do much advocacy,
as well as, training and counselling
throughout the Diocese.
Even
though DSSD is a Diocesan
programme, its ministry is parish
based.
Theological Education
The Diocese has a Theological
Department consisting of Fellowship
of Vocation, Ordinands programme,
Post
Ordination
training
and
Continuing Ministerial Education.
The process includes the Distinctive
Diaconate, Transitional Deacons and
Priests.
This is for the local programme, as
well as, those going to The College of
Transfiguration. We are in the editing
stage of a Theological Manual which
will be launched at Pentecost 2021.
This is an invaluable resource in the
Theological process. It can always be
updated as times change.

Social Media
The Diocese encourages the use of
social
media
for
effective
communication but are aware of the
many pitfalls attached hereto. We
recently received comprehensive
documents and a report at our
Human Sexuality
The Diocese at its last Synod made Diocesan Standing Committee.
an almost unanimous decision that

The Diocese of False Bay seeks to be an integrated Eucharistic Community bringing
wholeness and empowered service to all in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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COVID-19
The COVID-19 Pandemic has left
nothing and no one untouched in its
wake. The suddenness with which it
came, the rapid speed at which it
spread and the total lockdown came
unexpected and raised immense
challenges for the Church. The threat
to food security, health challenges,
inability to minister or be ministered
to in person and a host of other challenges required drastic intervention
and substantial leadership.
Every day, during the lockdown, the
Bishop encouraged the Clergy and
lay people of the Diocese with a
voice note of hope.
Clergy were encouraged to make
contact with people virtually, resulting
in a host of whatsapp groups coming
into existence. Many were very innovative and some people felt more
comfortable as they were still feeling
the sense of care from the church
and many started following Virtual
services.
We noticed a substantially high death
count this year. As a result, we held
a special service on the eve of All
Souls and had limited attendance in
accordance with COVID Protocols.

We did, however, livestream the
event and had more than 3 500 people watching and sharing. We read
the names of all those who died since
lockdown.
We held our Ordination of Priests
under the same circumstances and
with strict COVID protocols in place.
We opened our Churches for in person worship on 1 September 2020.
Our opening, was preceded by thorough Compliance Officer training,
conducted via Microsoft teams.
Confirmations also became stand
alone
services
with
practical
measures in place so as not to touch
the candidates with bare hands.
Hand sanitizing is done between candidates.
Conclusion
This report is a broad attempt to give
some insight into the Diocese of
False Bay within the framework of the
ACSA Vision and Priorities. Next year
we will be revisiting our Diocesan
Strategic Plan.

though Coronavirus infections are
increasing and the national lockdown
continues. We continue to pray for
God’s comfort and peace for all who
have lost loved ones. Another year
has come to an end and we are
ready to risk the road of another year.
Jesus, Son of Mary, has been with us
from birth through death and beholds
us with love.
Thank you for all that you have done
in small and big ways to bring the
glorious light of Christ into the darkness of the pandemics of COVID,
Gender Based Violence and Poverty.
I am, Because we are, Because God
is … Opening hearts to heal God’s
world. A strong message for all generations. Let us spread happiness
wherever we go.

+Margaret

Advent and Christmas
Our God of Hope never stops believing in us and I never stop believing in
you. Thank you for encouraging one
another for us not to lose hope, even

DIOCESAN GAZETTE & NOTICES
GAZETTE 2020

EDITORIAL

The Ven. Richard Martin – Rector: Holy
Trinity, Kalkbay wef 1 February 2021.
Revd. Richard Dunsdon – Rector: St
Augustine of Hippo wef 1 April 2021
Revd. Anthony Koopman — SS
Assistant: St Michaels and All Angels
Elgin wef 15 December 2020.
Dr Makhosi Nzimande:
New PEO of ACSA wef March 2021

The Diocese of False Bay invites you to submit photographs, articles,
news stories, letters and cartoons.
Please note that all contributions are subject to editing.
The deadline for the next edition is 31 JANUARY 2021.

PERMISSION TO OFFICIATE
Revd Derek Abrahams
Revd Wilma Jakobsen
Bishop Oswald Swartz
Revds. Terry and Pauline Sparks

REST IN PEACE:

Please forward information to: Diocesan Office P.O. Box 2804, Somerset
West, 7129,
Email: fbanchor@gmail.com / Tel : 021 - 852 5243, Fax :021 - 852 9430
www.falsebaydiocese.org.za, Facebook: “ Diocese of False Bay”
Editor: Venerable Richard Martin / Assisted by Revd’s Nitano Muller & Enrico
Heuvel

REST
HOUSES

PIEDMONT
COTTAGE

Sandra Petersen
021 852 5243
086 519 9510 (f)

VOLMOED RETREAT HOUSE
Bernard Turkstra:
028 312 1282

ARNISTON
COTTAGE

Althea Slingers:
028 424 1668
Office Hours Only

ST. RAPHAEL’S
RETREAT HOUSE
Debbie Farmer
079 172 8361
021 902 5020

“I AM … BECAUSE WE ARE …
BECAUSE GOD IS … OPENING
HEARTS TO HEAL GOD’S
WORLD” (Theme ; Synod 2017)

Our Mission as a Diocese is to….
Promote spiritual growth through worship and liturgy that enhances, empowers and integrates the gifts and skills of the people of
God through discipleship.
Promote and celebrate the richness of our diversity as Anglicans living in Southern Africa.
Reflect the love of God and our love for each other by mobilizing the people of God for Christian service through: Church Planting, Outreach to young people and others in need, promoting Christian-family values and educating and training Clergy and laity.
Be a visible, affirming, adaptable and relevant Christian Community.
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MATRIC SUNDAY

Parishes throughout the Diocese held a service for Matriculants on Sunday 11 October . The service was to encourage and prayerfully support their upcoming examinations. The class of 2020 experienced a difficult year not
being able to attend in person classes or study groups, and to prepare for exams due the COVID –19 pandemic.
Each learner received a booklet with daily prayer and reflections. We thank Heinrich Jantjies and the team responsible for compiling the booklet. Our prayers continues for the class of 2020 as they now await their results.

COVID-19 LOCKDOWN REFLECTIONS—THE VEN NEIL FEBRUARY
The Overberg was, much like everywhere else, held captive by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our lives and our normality was shattered; nothing was the same. Everywhere, the wearing
of masks, washing and sanitizing of hands, keeping safe distances, became the new normal. The church was forced to close for in-person worship, giving rise to innovation in the
form of online services, sermons via social media, and messages of reflection from our
Bishop. Who would have thought that many of our Clergy who perhaps did not attach too
much importance to these modes of communication, would quickly learn to adapt and use
these mediums to reach their parishioners.
Obedience to the Government of the day took on a tangible meaning, as the State President announced the Lockdown regulations which affected all of us. Like good Anglicans,
our people accepted the instructions; placing health and well-being ahead of the need to
gather in church buildings. Many welcomed the fact that they were still able to participate
virtually, even ‘visiting’ other parishes’ online services, creating a variety otherwise denied
them. Our church bells were rung everyday at noon to announce the presence of the
church amidst the gloom which had overtaken us. Coupled to the fact that churches were forced to close for worship
except for funerals with restricted numbers, the financial functioning of churches took a huge knock. Bills still needed to be paid. Many parishioners however found ways of ensuring that their tithing continued to help facilitate this.
Clergy in the Archdeaconry remained in contact via Chat groups, ensuring that everybody remained in the loop and
informed of Diocesan and Archdeaconry matters. All our Parishes played a role in the distribution of food parcels,
provided through the generosity of the Solidarity Fund, Hope Africa, Peninsula School Feeding Association and the
Diocesan Social Development. Some continued even beyond that, ensuring that impoverished people were provided with meals, via their own Soup Kitchen initiatives.
Re-opening our churches was met with cautious excitement, with relatively speaking, small numbers responding.
This has grown gradually as we entered Level 1 resulting in increasing numbers in attendance, albeit with social
distancing, hand-sanitizing and record keeping [registers] having become the new obligation which now is part of
our gathering as worshippers. We thank God for keeping us protected, whilst we also give thanks and pray for the
eternal rest for those who have succumbed to the dreaded COVID-19 pandemic.
We pray that wisdom will be granted to the Medical Scientists as they continue to search for and source a vaccine
as an antivirus to combat and eradicate the pandemic.

”Another year has come to an end and we are ready to risk the road
again. Jesus, Son of Mary, has been with us from birth through death and
beholds us with love.” + Margaret
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DIOCESAN ALL SOULS SERVICE
The Clergy and People of the Diocese gathered
at the Parish of All Saints, Somerset West, on 2
November for a special service of Reflection
and Prayer.
The focus was on the many who died, during
the various national levels of lockdown.
A memorial scroll was unveiled and will be circulated to Parishes in the Diocese.

CHILDREN, CHURCH AND THE LAW
Without a doubt, one of the positives of our “new normal” has been to embrace the digital space as we strive to stay
connected and to continue the work we have been called to do, as the Church of God. In spite of the social distancing regulations, as a Diocese, we have successfully managed to continue our meetings, workshops and training
sessions via the virtual platforms at our disposal.
One example of this, has been our most recent virtual training and information sharing with regards to “Children,
Church and the Law.” The training sessions were held via Microsoft Teams on Monday 23 November and
(repeated) on Wednesday, 25 November. Our Administrator, the Revd Pieter Lourens, hosted the sessions; which
was facilitated by our Deputy Chancellor, Advocate Janine Boltman. Guided by the Children’s Act, our facilitator
covered some very important aspects of the legal requirements to be adhered to by the Church as a “partial care
facility” of minors. Areas covered, amongst others, were the legal ratio of the number of children per adult temporary Carer, children and social media, requirements for transporting of children, the screening and clearance of all
who work with children.
The training also referenced a book sourced and purchased by the Diocesan Social Development Department,
who, in light of the Safe Church resolutions passed at Provincial Synod, recognised the book as a great resource
for use within all of our Parishes. Written by Erica Greathead and published by The Warehouse, the book entitled:
“Children, Church and the Law – A practical Guide for Churches on the Children’s Act and other laws relating to
children}. Is a valuable resource. Please visit our website for the presentation and forms referred to therein. You
can also contact our Diocesan Social Development Department for more information about the book and other useful resources around this topic. Thank you for your love for our precious children and for taking seriously our role
and responsibility in caring for them in a way that is healthy, all wholesome and positive.
Revd Canon Delmaine Petersen

COVID -19 LOCKDOWN REFLECTIONS—THE VEN JOSEPH GABRIELS
Met die ter perse gaan, staan ons op die 235ste dag van die grendeltydperk, waar meer
as 720 000 gevalle en 20 500 sterftes en ’n 90% herstelkoers in Suid Afrika. Dus teen
die agtergrond dat ons nou, meer as ooit tevore die “Alert-level 1: periode” moet aangryp
en in die woorde van Moeder Teresa: “As jy geduldig is, sal jy meer kan hoor, meer kan
luister, meer kan voel en natuurlik meer kan waarneem”
In my finale jaar as proefstudent in 1983 aan Bonteheuwel Sekondêre Skool in die
Bedryfsekonomieklas, lees ek die volgende slagspreuk: “Time is life. To waste your time,
is to waste your life. But to master your time, is to master your life and make the most of
it.” Die grendeltyd het ons inderdaad meer geleer rakende gesogte temas soos Ubuntu,
rentmeesterskap, mede-menslikheid, refleksie en meditasie.
President Emeritus Mbeki het in een van sy staatsredes, Charles Dickens aangehaal: “We are living in the best of
times, but also in the worst of times.” Hierdie aanhaling fokus ons aandag dat ons in die tyd meer gebalanseerd
moet leef, in die aanskouing van gee en neem, simpatie en apatie, broederskap, vyandskap, oordenking en bewondering. Ons as ‘n Aartsdiakonale, Parogiale en Bisdomlike familie het gedurende hierdie tyd geleer om ons “Ubuntuopdrag” met meer passie uit te leef en ons in die spreekwoordelike skoene te plaas van “Vermeerdering van 5
broodjies en 2 vissies.” Die tyd het ons ook geleer hoe inter-afhanklik ons van mekaar is en dat ons al hoe meer
sensitief moet omgaan teenoor ons mede-lidmaat, mede-kollega, maar in besonders met ons mede-huisgenote, in
‘n tyd waar ons as ‘n kerk, gekonfronteer word met spreekwoordelkike olifante (Gender Based Violence, Human
Trafficking, Moral Decay) in ons midde.
Ter afsluiting, nooi ek u uit om die uitdagende Christen pad te stap, stadig, maar ver; onthou ook Revd. Courtney
Sampson se woorde by een van ons Clergy schools: “Hopelessness is not an option”.
PADKOS: Uit die pen van John Wesley ... “Do all thing good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways
you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as you ever can. That is greatness.”
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DIOCESAN STANDING COMMITTEE
Our annual Diocesan Standing Committee( DSC) was held on
14 November in Belhar at the Parish of All Saints.
Important decisions were taken about the way forward for our
Diocese. The meeting was a combination of Standing Committee members, Rectors, Churchwardens and Treasurers.
During this time of COVID–19 and virtual meetings, it was a
joy to meet in-person. Various reports were received from
commissions, organisations and chaplaincies’ all of these resented a vibrant picture of our wonderful Diocese.
Thank you to the Rector, Revd. Gradwell Fredericks and his
team for their hospitality in hosting DSC 2020.

FINANCIAL OUTLOOK OF THE DIOCESE
Barely three months into 2020, the world was hit by an unforeseen and unplanned COVID-19 Pandemic. The economic impact
has been catastrophic throughout the world for governments,
business, NGO’s, Churches and individuals alike. In our Country,
the national lockdown exposed amongst others, the economic
divide between those who have and those who do not.
The suffering of the most vulnerable, including but not limited to,
the unemployed, the homeless and those who live on our streets,
were placed in front of our eyes. The suspension of public worship and social distancing measures brought a financial challenge, which ultimately resulted in a significant drop in Parochial
and Diocesan income.
The cancellation of events planned for 2020 (including our 15th celebration as a Diocese) and other key financial
decisions enabled us to provide relief to all Parishes in Diocesan Assessments. With travelling restricted, Clergy
sacrificed a portion of their travelling allowance for three months, thereafter, returning to full allowance as the lockdown restrictions were eased and Clergy being able to move around as “essential workers”.
Thank you to all Parishes and Parishioners who have managed to keep their assessments up to date during these
difficult times.
The economic reality of 2020 will be with us for a long time. Budgeting for 2021 was a challenging task given the
unprecedented uncertainty about the post-lockdown economic outlook and constraints. These tough times calls for
tough decisions, DSC approved the 2021 based on the following considerations: No increase in stipends. No increase in travel allowances. No increase in service fees and travelling to Retired and PTO clergy. A reduction in
Diocesan Assessments averaging 8%, prior to COVID-19, was approved, as demonstrated in this graph.
Revd. Pieter Lourens

COVID -19 LOCKDOWN REFLECTIONS—THE VEN RICHARD MARTIN
At one moment we were talking about a pandemic in one corner of the earth and the next
it had spread throughout the world. Leaders were closing borders, locking down economies and ordering people to withdraw into, and to remain, in their homes. We were under
lockdown and are still journeying through its various levels.
Suddenly all became quieter, the beauty in nature became more prominent and many
were seeking out spiritual solace - all looking to God to save us and also to bless us with
what we need to claim the future. The church became reliant on social media and services
were transmitted via social media and every other social avenue available. We had found
a new way of being, as messages of hope and healing found their way to hastily established Social Network Fellowship Groups. God revealed to the Archdeaconry of Mountain
Bay especially, a powerful miracle through the healing of Mrs. Debbie Meyer. Many were
praying for her and God heard and placed her back on her feet. Through her once again
revealing that the power of prayer is met by the loving grace of our God!
Thank you very much to the Clergy of Mountain Bay who remained in their posts throughout; serving God's people,
sharing messages of encouragement, undertaking funerals and even the occasional wedding. You were outstanding and I know that many are exhausted - please be gentle with yourselves. I appeal to congregations to walk closer
with our Clergy and to care for them and their families. Thank you also to Wardens and Parish Councilors for your
sterling contribution during the various levels of lockdown. You were a source of strength at a time when it was
sorely needed.
We also extend an extra-large thank-you to the people of God who reached out with such kindness in response to
the many needs in our community. You donated funds, food and whatever was needed with such grace and generosity; making a difference in the lives of many who were, and some still are, in need. A very special thank-you also
to Charmaine Liddle and the Socdev Team; you were true champions and we salute and celebrate your amazing
contribution. We have experienced faithfulness, kindness and deep caring from everyone. Thank you!
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THE PARISH OF ROBERTSON

Sunday 18 October and Saturday 31 October was a joyous occasion for the Parish of Robertson. The Chapelry
of St. Manche Masemola admitted for the first time, in the existence of the Chapelry, twelve new Server’s Guild
members. The Revd. Kennith ( retired) and Mrs. Sabina September, celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
The Revd. Richard Dunsdon presided over a special service for the Renewal of their Marriage Vows in the presence of their entire family.
Bishop Margaret gave the couple a special Anniversary Blessing in which she thanked God for the glorious union.

60TH PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
The Revd Ian Halliday Eve celebrated 60 years of his ordination to the Priesthood.
He was ordained Priest in the year 1960 at St George’s Cathedral in Cape Town.
He served his curacy at St Saviours, Claremont (1959 – 1963) and was very involved with the Parish of Good Shepherd, Kirstenbosch.
Revd. Ian Halliday Eve served the following Parishes:
From 1963 – 1967 as Rector of St Thomas, Malmesbury with mission stations at
Abbotsdale, Kalbaskraal, Piketberg, both Holy Cross and St John. He took services
at Lemoenskloof and Clear Springs Farms. In 1967 Archbishop Selby Taylor arranged for Ian to go to DUMFRIES in Scotland as Assistant Priest at St Johns and
St Ninians. From 1967 – 1972 he served as Rector of St Margaret’s, Parow. During
that time St Francis of Assisi in Ravensmead was built.
From 1972 – 1980 he served as Rector of St Saviours, Claremont with St Andrews,
Newlands, and Good Shepherd. In 1976, St Andrews had a new Rectory built and
Neville Callender became their Rector. While at St Saviours, he served as Chaplain to Herschel School and Monterey School and as a Canon of the Cathedral. Between 1980 and 1981 he served as Vicar of Salcombe, Devon.
From 1981 – 1999 he served as Rector of Christ Church, Constantia. During this period the extension of Christ
Church was completed. He served as Archdeacon of Wynberg. In November 1999 he retired to Scarborough and
is now residing in Simonstown.
Revd. Rodney Uren

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS
On 30 November, the Parish of St Andrew, Ceres
celebrated 160 years of ministry.
The Parish of St Andrew, Ceres, honoured two
extraordinary women in the life of the Parish.
Aunty Mary turned 92 years and Aunty Maria turned
99 years. They are still involved in the activities and
Parish life at St. Andrews.
We thank God for the gift they are to the Parish and
for them sharing their gifts of wisdom , love and care
with the Parish family. We love them and pray for
their continued good health.
Aunty Mary (92)

Aunty Marie ( 99)
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THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Social Development Department – October - Novem- ciety. GBV is more prevalent in societies where there is a
ber 2020
culture of violence, and where male superiority is treated
as the norm. Alcoholism is also a contributory factor in
The Diocese of False Bay Social Development Depart- many communities.
ment (DFSDD) is a registered Non-Profit Organisation Society is called to raise awareness around the problem
operating within the Diocese. While it was acknowledged and to support all victims to report abuse and live meanthat the needs in the Diocese are plenty the resources ingful lives despite the trauma.
and manpower is limited. To be effective, various fo- Our department hosted 3 GBV workshops at St. Raphcused programmes and activities are presented. This ael’s (31 October, 7 & 28 November) with the theme:
report serves to provide an overview of activities over the “Stronger together” and also focusing on forgiveness.
past months.
The Plight for Children
Children Centres
Child abuse is a serious problem in South Africa. At the
Heaven’s Nest Annual General Meeting took place on fourth session of the Diocese of False Bay Synod, 2017
Monday 28 September at St. Francis of Assisi, Strand- recognised this problem and adopted Resolution 10 titled
fontein. Revd Canon Delmaine and Revd Francois step “The plight of children”.
down as Board members. Our Department wish to thank
Revd Canon Delmaine and Revd Francois Lewis for their “There is no trust more sacred than the one the world
long and unselfish service to Heaven’s Nest. Thank you holds with children. There is no duty more important than
to Hope Africa for the donation of t-shirts that we could ensuring that their rights are respected, that their welfare
is protected, that their lives are free from fear and want
distribute to children Centres.
Christmas, the time of giving, is upon us. Our children and they can grow up in peace.” – Kofi Annan
had to deal with lockdown, and some will not even be
able to be with a family. For this festive season, we The Book titled “Children, Church and the Law” is availawould like to give gifts to the little-ones at the Centres. ble at our office on request.
We ask that you open you hearts to them by donating
toys, clothes, stationary and toiletries. Our department 16 Days of Activism
As a faith-based institution we have partnered with the
will also give party buckets to them during December.
Government Department of Community Safety to have a
16 Days of Activism event “No violence against women
Socdev Board
Socdev AGM took place via zoom on 19 September. 34 and children”. Bishop Margaret was the keynote speaker.
people logged on for the meeting. The Department presented reflections on the work done till November 2019.
In Bishop Margaret’s address, she referred to Psalm 118
“ None of us would be here if it was not for God’s mercy”.
This Psalm reflects the steadfast love of the Lord, for
which we are very grateful. We cling to God’s word as we
are involving God. COVID-19 is global crisis like no other
that we have experienced.
Bishop reminded us that “we always need each other to
be there and to encourage one another and also others
outside of our immediate circle. The pain and struggle
and hardships this year has been intense. Scientist and
medical personnel informs that we are leaving the eye of
the storm and through that we can only say the steadfast
love of the Lord endures and the mercy of God is new
every morning. We still need to be incredibly careful and
cautious and keep all the health protocols in place.”

School Shoes Project
The Department purchased approximately 200 pairs of
school shoes. A card with Bible verse was printed to go
with shoes and socks. Parishioners over a wide geographical area will benefit from this project. The Department services parishioners (the community) and not just
members of the congregation. For this reason, no more
An electronic booklet was distributed to Archdeaconries than 50% of the allocation will be given to a single comand can also be found the on Diocesan website.
munity.
On 21 November the Socdev Board held a workshop
where a Five year plan was presented.
All the shoes were collected at the various stores in the
Archdeaconries during October, November and will be
Gender Sensitization
distributed during December and January before
Gender-based violence (GBV) refers to the violence that schools re-open.
targets individuals or groups on the basis of their gender.
This includes acts that inflict physical, mental or sexual Disaster Relief
harm or suffering, the threat of such acts, coercion, and In Arniston, a fire destroyed a family’s home. Clothes
other deprivations of liberty.
were donated and a cash donation was made towards
Surveys show intimate partner violence is the most com- assisting the family. In October, three families lost their
mon form of violence against women. Men are most of- homes and all their belongings in a devastating fire in
ten the perpetrators and women and children the victims. Sweet Home Farm. There were also fires in Macassar
The high rate of GBV place a heavy burden on the health and Lotus River. Our Department assisted with clothes
and criminal justice systems, as well as rendering many and food parcels to the families. We continue to keep
survivors unable to work or otherwise move freely in so- these families in our prayer.
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