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DIOCESAN STANDING COMMITTEE ADDRESS 

NOVEMBER 2020 

 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

SYNOD 

We continue to live out the theme of our Diocese adopted at our Synod in 2017: 

“I am, because we are, because God is … Opening hearts to heal God’s world.” 

God willing, our next Diocesan Synod will be held in September 2021. Our financial 

situation will probably not allow for us to have a year of Synods as we did in 2017. 

REST IN PEACE 

On 1 November we held a Solemn Service at All Saints, Somerset West to remember 

Persons who died during lockdown and to pray for their families and clergy. The 

Archdeacons read out the names of all the people whose funerals took place in our 

churches throughout the Diocese of False Bay.  Between 26 March and 31 October, there 

were 100 in Helderberg, 58 in Breede Valley, 132 in Mitchells Plain, 141 in Blue Downs, 

97 in Mountain Bay and 84 in Overberg.   A total of 612.   

Let us pause for a moment as we remember them with thanksgiving and all those who 

have entered into eternal life and love since our Diocesan Standing Committee in 

November 2019. 

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord.   And may light perpetual shine upon them.   Amen 

WELCOME AND FUNCTIONS OF DIOCESAN STANDING COMMITTEE 

Welcome and thank you for being here. Notice of this meeting was given on 8 October 

2020.   

We are indeed a Diocese who are opening our hearts to heal God’s world. Please do read 

the reports of our various Commissions of Synod 2017 and also those of our 

Organisations. 

We will allow them to highlight anything out of their reports that we may otherwise have 

missed. I will not be repeating what I know my Colleagues are saying in their reports.   We 

will also be hearing feedback from our Provincial Standing Committee Reps. 

The function of DSC is to carry out the Resolutions taken at Diocesan Synod. We received 

the report of the Diocesan Health Care Fund and approve the proposed budget for 2021. 

FOOD SECURITY AND DISASTER RELIEF 

We thank our local and international sponsors who have helped us to donate food parcels 

to the most deprived of our communities and funds to respond to disaster relief. As a 

Diocese, we also made money available as allowed in terms of our approved budget.   Our 

Parish leadership have done a lot to share their limited resources.   St Luke, Eerste River 

has started a food garden. 
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COLLEGE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

We have one student, Craig Koopman, who is finishing his first year at College this year.   

The collections at Confirmations go towards theological training.    

SACRAMENTAL SERVICES 

We reopened our Churches for in-person worship on 1 September 2020. 

I have presided over quite a several Confirmation services during lockdown level one.  

The Sacraments of Baptism and Marriage are also allowed.    

Holy Eucharist services are continuing with health and safety protocols in place.    

ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD 

Due to the Pandemic Lockdown, our Fellowship of Vocation, Ordinands and Post 

Ordination Training programmes were unable to meet.   We did not have a Vocational 

Guidance Conference and are therefore not ordaining deacons this year.  

The Transitional Deacons to be ordained priests are the Reverends Dean Farrell, Adrian 

Gordon, David Sylvester, Clarence Swanepoel and Davene Vermeulen. Our Retreat 

Conductor and Preacher will be Bishop Oswald Swartz. 

We intend having a Distinctive Deacons Ordination around the Feast Day of St Phillip the 

Deacon. 

CLERGY AND LAY LEADERSHIP MOVEMENTS 

Revds Petronella Edwards and Clive Pretorius were licensed as Rural Canons. Revd 

John Goliath was licensed as an Honorary Canon of the Diocese. 

We have appointed and licensed Advocate Janine Boltman as our Deputy Chancellor.   

We are in the process of appointing a Deputy Registrar. We thank our legal team who 

mostly serve the Diocese pro bono. 

We have not appointed a Communications Officer nor a Youth Worker due to Covid 19 

shut down and we will not be able to do so either for at least the first six months of next 

year.    

We have created a Facebook page to Livestream Diocesan Services. 

We are grateful to Revd Richard Dunsdon and the Diocesan Young People’s Ministry team 

and Revd Leticia Villet, the Guild of St Christopher and the Archdeaconry Sunday School 

leadership for continuing to motivate our young people and children. 

We earnestly pray for our learners and students who are writing tests and exams in a year 

that has been rent asunder by Covid 19.  We thank God for the Educators who have done 

their best to help prepare them. 

We hope to have a Children, Church and the Law workshop on Microsoft teams in the next 

few weeks. 

We have 49 Parishes and 115 congregations in our Diocese. We only have three 

vacancies, one being due to the tragic and untimely passing of the Revd Martha Sam in a 

road accident.   
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Since our last DSC Revd Xola Mlandu has been appointed Rector of St  Mary, 

Stellenbosch; Revd Jerry Gelant and Revd Nitano Muller was appointed to St Peter, 

Hermanus. Revd Oswald Cloete has been appointed as the Rector of Nativity, Blackheath. 

He joined us from Saldanha Bay Diocese.   Revd Randall Gallant is the Rector of Bot River, 

having transferred from Grahamstown Diocese.   Revd Netta Gallant will be returning to 

the Diocese of Christ the King.   Revd Wilfred Maritz and his family joined us from the 

Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman.   He is the Assistant Priest at All Saints, Somerset 

West.   Revd Gradwell Fredericks, the Rector of All Saints, Belhar joined us from Pretoria 

Diocese.   Revd Patrick Thembani, the Rector of St Paul, Philippi came from the Diocese 

Mthatha.  Revd Brian Bolton retired from Parkwood.  We also express our thanks to those 

Clergy who retired for the second time. The Rt Revd Oswald Swartz retired into our 

Diocese. 

Since the re-opening of our Churches for in-person worship, Revd Rodney  Uren, was 

licensed as the Rector of St Francis Simonstown, Revd Wilfred Meyer was licensed as the 

Rector of Groot Drakenstein and Revd Laurencious Rhoda as the Interim Priest in Charge 

of Lentegeur. The seat of the ATO, Revd Trevor Steyn, will be at All Saints Belhar, which 

is similar to the University Chaplain whose seat is at St Mary on the Braak. 

Revd Richard and Abrey Dunsdon were blessed with a son Aidan. 

Rozelle Gordon joined our staff as a receptionist at the front desk of the Diocesan Office. 

According to the Constitution of the Board of Social Development, the Bishop is the 

Chairperson.   In my absence, the Vice-Chairperson chairs the meetings.   Revd Luleka 

Nyhila has replaced Archdeacon Rodney Whiteman in this position. 

FORUMS AND MEETINGS 

All of our clergy and lay leadership forums were cancelled this year and due to financial 

constraints will also be limited next year.   Clergy and lay training is however continuing on 

a smaller scale. 

Diocesan Finance Board (DFB) and Diocesan Trust Board (DTB) Meetings have resumed.   

Ms Cecile Moodelay is the new Chairperson of DFB. 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF SOUTHERN AFRICA (ACSA) 

This is the eighth year of my consecration as a bishop.   False Bay always comes first but 

I do have other responsibilities such as the Liaison Bishop for Hope Africa including the 

Gender Desk, I am presently the Chairperson of the Discernment Committee for the 

Elective Assemblies of Lesotho and Kimberley and Kuruman.   I serve on other Boards 

who mostly meet virtually. 

ACSA also drastically cut its budget to aid the Dioceses.  Provincial Standing Committee 

was a virtual meeting as also the September Synod of Bishops.   The February 2021 Synod 

of Bishops will also be virtual. 

The Lambeth Conference has been postponed to 2022. 

The Alpha Conference was held virtually this year. 

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM 
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I pray that this will be 16 days of Active Conversation highlighting Gender-Based Violence.   

Engaging men in ending GBV.   Theology and Gender.   Advocacy and Gender Justice.   

If we are neutral, then we are really on the side of the perpetrator. 

COVID 19 LOCKDOWN 

The Covid 19 lockdown has grown our faith and has taught us to take a critical look at our 

attitude, our pastoral models and rehabilitating the church.   During the pandemic, much 

of our worship was via social media.   We had to be watchful that a degree of exhibitionism 

and pietism does not creep in and compromise mature faith. The life of the church has not 

been interrupted.  We had to realize that there are other ways in which we experience God 

as we were unable to be in our church buildings.   The Eucharist is not the only possibility 

that the Christian has to experience the mystery of God and to encounter the Lord Jesus.   

Are we as worried about how to reconcile with God and neighbour, how to celebrate the 

Word of God and how to live out a life of service. 

I quote Pope Paul VI, who taught that “in the Eucharist, the presence of Christ is real,’ not 

by exclusion, as if the others were not ‘real’. 

Covid-19 has taught us that in the past our pastoral activity has sought to lead to the 

sacraments and not to lead through the Sacraments to the Christian life. 

We are entering a ‘new normal’.   The Coronavirus pandemic must be recognized as an 

opportunity for the church to offer a new theology, a new ministry, a new pastoral model. 

By being at home during the period of confinement, families had to grasp their own 

vocation and missionary creativity. 

Through the eyes of faith, the starving child, the believer in jail, the woman without clean 

water or health care are not issues but Jesus in Disguise.   Give them Eucharist. 

BUILDING PROJECTS 

False Bay is a Diocese that is still developing. 

In 2021 we hope to erect a Multi-Purpose Church Building in Masiphumelele, aided by St 

Paul’s Church in Cleveland, Ohio.   The Multi-Purpose Centre at Christ the Reconciler, 

Lentegeur is nearing completion.   Nkqubela in the Parish of Robertson is in the planning 

stages of their dream to build a church 

We are in our 15th year but all the celebrations were cancelled due to Covid 19. 

THANK YOU 

Before I conclude, I must express our gratitude to our Diocesan Chapter, Diocesan 

Finance and Trust Boards, Diocesan Administrator and Sandra, my Secretary, Diocesan 

Staff, Diocesan Organisations and ministry groups, those who serve on our Synod 

Commissions, our Partners and donors,  our Board of Social Development and 

Department, Senior Priest, Archdeacon to the Ordinary, the heads of our Children’s 

Homes, our Chancellors and Registrar, those who acted as Vicars of Marriage this year, 

University and Hospital Chaplains, Archdeacon Richard and team who produce our False 

Bay Anchor, Revd Stafford Moses who has done various interviews across the Diocese 

during lockdown and has had the responsibility of live streaming Diocesan services on 

Facebook, our outstanding Covid-19 Compliance Officers, all who have acted as my 

Chaplain, our families who support us, clergy and all the lay leadership who so graciously 
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and generously share their gifts and talents in expanding the everlasting reign of our risen 

Lord and Saviour. 

 

Thank you for your support, ministry, prayers and outpouring of your love and care.   You 

know that I love you dearly and pray for you daily as we together, using the words of our 

State President, ‘Restore, Recover and Rebuild’ our nation and diocese.   We do work 

hard to be in tune with and realize God’s vision for our Diocese and world.   We treat all 

people as lovable and gifts from God.   We thank God for the courage and strength that 

God gives us as we trust God in all our needs. 

I end with a quote from St Raphaela: 

Life has seasons of the cross.   Look at Christ crucified next to you.   Life is a torrent 

of grace pouring from the full hands of God.   Do not cut the thread of God’s mercies.   

Let us all be united as the fingers of the hand. 

I am, because we are and because God is ...Opening hearts to heal God’s world. 

 
 
BISHOP MARGARET B. VERTUE 
Bishop of False Bay 
14 November 2020 
 

 


