Pentecost at Home
with Children
-- Morning Worship Liturgy –
Pentecost Sunday, 31 May 2020 (YEAR A)
NOTE TO PARENTS/CAREGIVERS:
On Pentecost Sunday we remember and give thanks to God for the Holy Spirit. Sometimes described
as the birthday of the Church (see Acts 2: 1-31); the Pentecost story lends itself to creativity and can
be very interactive.
We have compiled a simple liturgy for you to use at home or adapt on Pentecost Sunday with your
child(ren). Whether you opt to focus on the birthday celebrations of the church or explore who the
Holy Spirit is or what the Holy Spirit does, this is an ideal opportunity to make this an exciting day
and to involve your whole family.
PREPARATION:
o CREATE THE ATMOSPHERE: Place a cross, candle and bible on a table that will help focus
the worship. Depending on what your focus is you could use balloons or red and orange
paper cut-out’s of flames (see resources attached).
o BE FLEXIBLE: Worship with children is fun and these liturgies are only suggestions. Do
what works for you.
o BE PREPARED: Have this liturgy ready, know what sing-along songs you are going to sing,
have your equipment ready and close at hand. This allows things to flow and makes
teaching, learning and worship all possible at the same time.
Introduction:
Find out how to greet in as many languages as you can. Get the children to help you.
Sanibonani (isiZulu); Molo (isiXhosa); Hallo (Afrikaans); Thobela (Sepedi); Dumela (Setswana); Lumela
(Sesotho); Abusheni (Xitsonga); Sanibona (SiSwati); Avuwani (Tshivenda); Salibonani
(isiNdebele); Hello (English) Bonjour (French); Salve (Italian); Guten Tag (German); Olá (Portugese)
Then say:
Today we hear how Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with the disciples (someone who follows Jesus),
to help them see they could do anything and give them the courage to try.
Song suggestion: “I’ve got peace like a river”
Opening Prayer:
God of all, you sent your Holy Spirit to be with your disciples, filling them with joy and peace and
courage. May we also be filled with your Spirit and have the courage to share your peace in our
world. Amen
Interactive Reading: Acts 2: 1-11

We began our service with greetings in different languages. Each family member chooses a greeting
in a different language and says it 3×). Listen to the story of Pentecost and every time you hear the
word “language” or “languages” everyone says their greetings 3×.
Jerusalem was always bustling on the day of Pentecost. People came from all over to celebrate this
special Jewish festival. Standing in the market place would have been an amazing sight. All shapes
and sizes of people walking by, eating different foods, speaking their own languages.
Peter and the rest of Jesus followers were in Jerusalem too. Before Jesus left them and went back to
heaven, he told them to go to Jerusalem and wait for a special gift- the Holy Spirit. So there they
were and this is what happened…
ACTS 2: 1-21 A SOUND LIKE A STRONG WIND (THE MESSAGE)
2 1-4 When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there
was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the whole
building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they started speaking in
a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.
5-11

There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world.

When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another, their
own mother tongues being spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn’t for the life of them
figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing
them talk in our various languages?
“They’re speaking our languages!”
12

Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and forth,

confused: “What’s going on here?”
13

Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.”

PETER SPEAKS UP
14-21

That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency:

“Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. These
people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s only nine
o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen:
“In the Last Days,” God says,
“I will pour out my Spirit
on every kind of people:
Your sons will prophesy,
also your daughters;
Your young men will see visions,

your old men dream dreams.
When the time comes,
I’ll pour out my Spirit
On those who serve me, men and women both,
and they’ll prophesy.
I’ll set wonders in the sky above
and signs on the earth below,
Blood and fire and billowing smoke,
the sun turning black and the moon blood-red,
Before the Day of the Lord arrives,
the Day tremendous and marvelous;
And whoever calls out for help
to me, God, will be saved.”
It was an amazing Pentecost Day!

ACTIVE REFLECTION
Using their own facial expressions, get the children to demonstrate the emotions felt by the disciples
in the Upper Room.
The disciples were alone and afraid because their friend Jesus, who they knew was the Son of God,
had been killed. (sad face)
Suddenly Jesus appeared to them (shocked face). What did Jesus say to the disciples? (Peace be with
you)
And how did the disciples feel when they saw Jesus again? (excited face)
The disciples were filled with Joy (happy face). And Jesus repeated the words “Peace be with you”
What happened next? Jesus breathed on the disciples and gave them the Holy Spirit (happy face) He
told the disciples he was sending out to spread his word.
The disciples had been sad, and lonely and frightened (sad face). How do you think they felt after
Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on to them? (excited /happy)
The disciples were filled with Joy, joy and peace and courage to see what they can do what Jesus
asked them to do. (excited/happy)
What does Jesus ask us to do? How does Jesus want us to behave and to treat other people?

Jesus asks us to do the same as the disciples- to spread his message of love and peace to all people
through what we do. (heart face)
Can you think of ways you might do this? And how the Holy Spirit will help us?
The Holy Spirit gives us courage and helps us to live how Jesus taught us to even when it is difficult
(heart face).
PRAYERS: You may want to ask the children/family to offer their own prayers or you can use the
suggestions below.
We pray to God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We pray for all those who are working hard to keep us safe. Doctors, nurses, policemen and women,
our government and president: that they may have the courage and strength to carry on, even in the
most difficult of times. Lord, in your mercy: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
We pray for all people and especially those who are struggling during this lockdown: that, filled by
the power of the Holy Spirit, they may find it in their hearts to remain positive and hopeful. Lord, in
your mercy: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
We pray four our parish, family and friends: that we may be inspired by the Holy Spirit to spread
Jesus message of love in all that we do. Lord, in your mercy: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
CLOSING PRAYER:
God of mercy, fill us with your Spirit and guide us as we try to share your love in the world. We ask
this though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Song suggestion: “Jesus loves me, this I know.”

Pentecost at Home
with Children
-- Eucharist Liturgy –
Pentecost Sunday, 31 May 2020 (YEAR A)

GREETING:
Hallelujah, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!
The Lord be with you
And also with you
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We are the family of God:
Sisters and brothers in the Lord.
We are the family of God:
With Jesus as our brother.
We are the family of God:
Connected by the one Holy Spirit.
PENITENCE:
Sometimes, when we forget that God truly lives in us, we become cranky and angry; for those times:
WE ARE SORRY LORD.
Other times, when we don’t remember that God lives in others, we hurt them with our words or
even our hands; for those times:
WE ARE SORRY LORD.
For the times when we do not show love and respect for all life- people, animals and plants:
WE ARE SORRY LORD.
Priest says;
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for making us able to love others and to love you. We are alive with your gifts.
We say thank you, Lord, that you are always ready to forgive us and through the Holy Spirit help us
to make things right. Amen
READINGS: (use one or all of the readings)
Numbers 11:24-30
Psalm 104: 26-36
Acts 2: 1- 21
John 20: 19-23

PRAYERS:
You may want to ask the children/family to offer their own prayers or you can use the suggestions
below.
We pray to God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We pray for all those who are working hard to keep us safe. Doctors, nurses, policemen and women,
our government and president: that they may have the courage and strength to carry on, even in the
most difficult of times. Lord, in your mercy: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
We pray for all people and especially those who are struggling during this lockdown: that, filled by
the power of the Holy Spirit, they may find it in their hearts to remain positive and hopeful. Lord, in
your mercy: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
We pray four our parish, family and friends: that we may be inspired by the Holy Spirit to spread
Jesus message of love in all that we do. Lord, in your mercy: HEAR OUR PRAYER.
God of mercy, fill us with your Spirit and guide us as we try to share your love in the world. We ask
this though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR PENTECOST WITH CHILDREN:
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We thank you,
God our Father.
You are the living God;
You have called us to share in your life,
And to be happy with you forever.
You raised up Jesus, your Son,
And gave him new life.
You have promised to give us new life also,
A life that will never end,
A life with no more anxiety, fear or suffering.

And so, Father, we gladly thank you
With everyone who believes in you;
With the angels and the saints,
We rejoice and praise you saying:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD, GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT…
Yes, Lord, you are holy;
You are kind to us and to all people.
For this we thank you.
We thank you above all for your Son, Jesus Christ.
He brought us the Good News
Of how life is to be lived here on earth
And of the promise of life to be lived with you in heaven.
He showed us the way to that life,
The way of love.
He now brings us together to one table
And asks us to do what he did.
God our Father,
Send your Holy Spirit
To change these gifts of bread and wine
Into the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
The night before he died,
Jesus your Son showed us how much you love us.
When he was at supper with his disciples,
He took bread
And have you thanks and praise.
Then he broke the bread,
Gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take this, all of you, and eat it:
This is my body which will be given up for you”
Jesus has given his life for us.
When supper was ended,
Jesus took the cup of wine.
He thanked you, gave it to his friends and said:
“Take this, all of you, and drink from it:
This is the cup of my blood,
The blood of the new and everlasting promise.
It will be poured out for you and for all people
So that sins may be forgiven. Do this and remember me”

Jesus has given his life for us.
And so, Loving Father,
We remember that Jesus died and rose again
To save the world.
To put himself into our hands
To be the sacrifice we offer you.
Jesus gave his Spirit to us us.
Lord God,
Hear our prayer.
Send the Holy Spirit to all of us who share this meal.
May this Spirit bring us closer together
In the family of the Church,
With †Margaret our Bishop, all the clergy and people.
Remember, Father, our families and friends,
And all those who do not love as we should.
Remember also those who have died (NN),
Bring them home to you
To be with you forever.
Gather us together in your kingdom,
Where we will be happy forever with all those who have gone before us.
Through Him,
With him,
In him,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
All glory and praise is yours,
Almighty Father
Now and forever. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER (said in the language of choice)
Onse Vader
wat in die hemele is,
laat u naam geheilig word.
Laat u koninkryk kom,
laat u wil geskied,
soos in die hemel net so
ook op die aarde.
Gee ons vandag ons
daaglikse brood,
en vergeef ons ons skulde,
soos ons ook ons
skuldenaars vergewe.
En lei ons nie in versoeking
nie,
maar verlos ons van die
bose.
Want aan U behoort die
krag en die heerlikheid tot
in ewigheid. Amen

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily
bread,
and forgive us our
trespasses
as we forgive those who
trespass against us.
And lead us not into
temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory.
Forever and ever. Amen.

Bawo wethu osezulwini,
Maliphathwe ngcwele
igama lakho,
mabufike ubukumkani
bakho,
mayenziwe intando yakho
emhlabeni,
njengokuba isenziwa
ezulwini.
Siphe namhla isonka sethu
semihla ngemihla.
Sixolele amatyala ethu
njengokuba
nathi sibaxolela aabo
banamatyala kuthi.
Ungasingenisi ekulingweni,
kodwa sihlangule ebubini.
Amen.

RESOURCES AND CRAFT IDEAS:

“And the Holy Spirit came down upon them like tongues of fire” – Acts 2:3
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